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I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On November 18, 2002, Sonrisas, Inc., doing business as CC Transport (Sonrisas), filed an application for temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for transportation of passengers and their baggage in call-and-demand limousine service, in call-and-demand limousine service, between all points within a one-quarter mile radius of the intersection of Broadway and Mississippi Avenue, in Denver, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in Canon City, Colorado, on the other hand.  This application is restricted to providing service only to or from the following named facilities in Canon City, Colorado:  (1) Arrowhead Correctional Center; (2) Centennial Correctional Facility; (3) Colorado State Penitentiary; (4) Four Mile Correctional Center; (5) Fremont Correctional Facility; and (6) Skyline Correctional Center.
2. The Commission gave notice of the application on December 2, 2002.

3. There are no interventions opposing a grant of the application.
4. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."

5. Sonrisas must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Sonrisas fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

1. Letters in support of this application were filed by Colorado State Senator Doug Linkhart; the Acting Assistant Director of Offender Management for the Colorado Department of Corrections, Lou Archuleta; and Flora Sandoval.  In his letter, Senator Linkhart states “ I think that such a transportation service would be very useful.  It is often difficult for families to visit their loved ones at Canon City because of transportation problems.  Having a service that is customized to fulfill this function seems like a very practical idea.”  In his letter, Mr. Archuleta states “The Colorado Department of Corrections believes there may exist a need for transportation of offender families to and from metro areas to the facilities.”  In her letter, Ms. Sandoval states “I understand that CC Transport will be providing transportation service to the facilities at Canon City on a weekly basis and this will benefit me.  I will be using this transportation service as soon as it begins.”

2. The author of each of the letters express a need for the transportation service requested by Sonrisas in this application.  The Commission agrees that a need may well exist for the transportation service requested by Sonrisas in this application.  However, none of the letters name any specific circumstance that indicates an immediate and urgent need exists for the requested service.  Also, none of the letters contain any statements that indicate there are no other carriers capable of providing the transportation service requested by this application.  Therefore, the support provided with this application does not meet the requirements named in § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., by which the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority.

C. Conclusions

1. An immediate and urgent need for the requested transportation services has not been shown to exist, and it has not been shown that there is no carrier capable of providing the service.

2. This application for temporary authority is not in the public interest.

3. The denial of this application creates no presumption about the final disposition of the permanent authority application.  The permanent authority application will be determined on the evidence presented using the statutory criteria.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application for temporary authority filed by Sonrisas, Inc., doing business as CC Transport, is denied.

2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

3. This Order is effective immediately on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING December 11, 2002.
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6, 60, all PUC staff, including staff that may be listed as parties, received this decision electronically.
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