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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission gives notice of proposed rulemaking regarding new Rules to establish regulations by which the Commission may regulate rural local exchange providers of telecommunications services that are subject to simplified regulatory treatment pursuant to § 40-15-203.5, C.R.S.  As provided under § 40-15-503(2)(d), C.R.S. these rules provide for simplified regulatory treatment for basic local exchange providers that serve only rural exchanges of ten thousand or fewer access lines.  Simplified treatment pursuant to this section includes optional methods of regulatory treatment that reduce regulatory requirements, reduce the financial burden of regulation, and allow pricing flexibility.

2. A copy of the new Rules is attached to this notice of proposed rulemaking.  The statutory authority for the proposed Rules is found within §§ 24-4-101, et seq., 40-2-108, 40-15-201, 40-15-203.5, 40-15-302, 40-15-501(2)(a),(b), and 40-15-503(2)(d), C.R.S.

3. The Commission will conduct a hearing on the proposed rules and related issues at the below stated time and place.  Interested persons may submit written comments on the rules and present these orally at hearing, unless the Commission deems oral presentations unnecessary.  The Commission also encourages interested persons to submit written comments before the hearing scheduled in this matter.  In the event interested persons wish to file comments before the hearing, the Commission requests that such comments be filed ten days prior to the hearing date.  The Commission will consider all submissions.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall be filed with the Colorado Secretary of State for publication in the January 18, 2003 edition of The Colorado Register.

2. A Hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held before an Administrative Law Judge of the Commission as follows:

DATE:
March 13, 2003

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

At the time set for hearing in this matter, interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally unless the Commission deems oral comments unnecessary.

3. Interested persons may file written comments in this matter before hearing.  The Commission requests that such pre-filed comments be submitted at least ten days before the scheduled hearing.  All submissions, whether oral or written, will be considered by the Commission.

4. This Order is effective immediately upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 18, 2002.
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