Decision No. C02-1285

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02M-260T

IN THE MATTER OF THE COLORADO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION TO THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION REGARDING QWEST CORPORATION’S PROVISION OF IN-REGION, INTERLATA SERVICES IN COLORADO.
ORDER REQUESTING COMMENTS
Mailed Date:  November 15, 2002

Adopted Date:  November 13, 2002

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. On October 28, 2002, Qwest Corporation (Qwest) filed a Motion for Leave to Amend 8th SGAT and Motion for Waiver of Response Time and Expedited Ruling (Motion). In this Motion, Qwest requests this Commission allow it to file a revision to its SGAT to clarify and further limit the conditions under which Qwest would be permitted to charge market-based rates for unbundled switching. The proposed changes would be to sections 9.11.2.5, 9.11.2.5.7, and 9.11.2.5.7.1, as well as the inclusion of a new section, 9.11.2.5.1. The revision to these sections would be to count a customer’s access lines at a given location rather than in a particular wire center. 

2. This change would be in direct conflict with Hearing Commissioner Gifford’s decision R01-846 that states in relevant part:

Access lines should be counted on a per-wire center basis. Qwest’s interpretation of the FCC’s unbundling exemption conforms to the plain meaning of the rule and minimizes absurd results.

3. Qwest has now altered it position in this respect.  Qwest states in its Motion that these changes are the result of a request from Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Staff in discussions surrounding the pending Qwest 271 application. 

4. Because, to date, we have not received responses from any party, and in order to give Qwest further opportunity to support its filing, we solicit comments on these proposed changes. Any party, either supporting or opposing this SGAT revision, is requested to file comments with the Commission by November 25, 2002. 

II.
ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. Comments in support of or in opposition to Qwest Corporation’s Motion for Leave to Amend its 8th SGAT are due November 25, 2002.

6. Qwest Corporation’s Motion for Waiver of Response Time and Expedited Ruling is denied.

7. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 13, 2002.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



POLLY PAGE
____________________________________



JIM DYER
____________________________________

Commissioners

CHAIRMAN RAYMOND L. GIFFORD ABSENT.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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