Decision No. C02-1229

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02M-559G 

in the matter of the application of EASTERN COLORADO UTILITY COMPANY FOR a one time waiver of the commission’s gas cost adjustment rules.

commission order GRANTING ONE TIME WAIVER

Mailed Date:  November 4, 2002

Adopted Date:  October 30, 2002

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On October 18, 2002, Eastern Colorado Utility Company (Applicant) requested an order from the Commission granting Applicant a one-time waiver of the Commission’s requirement under Rule 4 of the Commission’s Gas Cost Adjustment (GCA) Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-8, such that Applicant is not required to file an annual GCA application to be effective November 1, 2002.

2. This petition for waiver is made pursuant to Rule 59, Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.

3. No protests or motions to intervene in opposition have been filed in connection with this application for waiver, and it is non-contested and unopposed.  Accordingly, this application may be determined without a hearing, in accordance with § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 24, Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.

B. Findings of Fact and Conclusions

4. Applicant is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged in the distribution and resale of natural gas for domestic, mechanical, or public uses in and in the vicinity of, Byers, Strasburg, Bennett, Watkins, Deer Trail, Kit Carson, and Sheridan Lake, Colorado.

5. The Commission’s GCA Rules require that Applicant revise its GCA rates to be effective on November 1 of each year.  See 4 CCR 723-8-2.2.

6. On August 5, 2002, Applicant filed an application with the Commission for an order approving an out of period adjustment to its GCA rate, effective August 26, 2002.  The Commission granted the application by Decision No. C02-917, adopted August 22, 2002.

7. Applicant’s natural gas requirement is purchased from the Nebraska Public Gas Agency under a firm, all requirements gas sales agreement.  Those supplies are transported for delivery to Applicant’s system via Colorado Interstate Gas Company (CIG).  Pipeline delivery services provided by CIG are regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

8. Applicant notes that the GCA rate approved by the Commission as requested in Applicant’s August 2002 GCA application was derived using the same information that Applicant would use in developing a new GCA rate required under 4 CCR 723-8-2.2 to be effective on November 1, 2002.

9. Applicant believes that a one-time waiver of the requirement of 4 CCR 723-8-2.2 is appropriate.  Therefore, pursuant to 4 CCR 723-8-11, Applicant seeks an order from the Commission for a one-time waiver of the requirement.

10.  Good cause exists for the Commission to grant this waiver application.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

11. The application filed by Eastern Colorado Utility Company for a one-time waiver of Rule 2.2, Commission’s Gas Cost Adjustment Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-8, is granted.

12. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 


B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
 

October 30, 2002.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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Director
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