Decision No. C02-1155

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-287T

in the matter of the Petition of mfs communications company, inC., for arbitration pURsuant to 47 u.s.c. § 252(b) of interconnection rates, terms and conditions with u s west communications, inc.

DOCKET NO. 97T-507

the application for approval of interconnection agreement between u s west communications, inc. and global crossing local services, inc. f/k/a frontier local services, inc.

DOCKET NO. 98T-042

the application for approval of interconnection agreement between u s west communications, inc. and nextlink colorado, l.l.c.

DOCKET NO. 98T-519

the application for approval of interconnection agreement between u s west communications, inc. and advanced telecom group, inc.

DOCKET NO. 99T-040

the application for approval of interconnection agreement between u s west communications, inc. and ernest communications, inc.

DOCKET NO. 99T-067

the application for approval of interconnection agreement between u s west communications, inc. and dieca communications, inc. d/b/a covad communications company

DOCKET NO. 99T-598

the application for approval of interconnection agreement between u s west communications, inc. and kings deer telephone company, inc.

DOCKET NO. 00T-064

the application for approval of interconnection agreement between u s west communications, inc. and electro-tel, inc.

DOCKET NO. 00T-277

the application for approval of interconnection agreement between u s west communications, inc. and southern bell telecom, inc.

DOCKET NO. 01T-013

the application for approval of interconnection agreement between u s west communications, inc. and time warner telecom of colorado, l.l.c.

DOCKET NO. 01T-019

the application for approval of interconnection agreement between u s west communications, inc. and mcleod usa telecommunications services, inc.

Order 

Mailed Date:  October 15, 2002

Adopted Date:  October 9, 2002

I.
By the Commission

Statement

1. On October 4, 2002, Qwest Corporation (Qwest) filed a Motion for Order Requiring Electronic Service of Comments and Waiver of Response Time. In this Motion, Qwest requests that the Commission modify its current procedural schedule in this docket to require that at least one counsel of record, or if an attorney for a party does not appear on a service list, then one corporate representative, be served electronically with copies of all comments filed in the two-stage comment process ordered by the Commission in Decision No. C02-1044.

2. Qwest states that the schedule set by the Commission allows limited time for comments. If electronic service is not required, parties wishing to respond by the reply deadline will not have access to other parties’ comments. 

3. Because this Motion was filed on October 4, 2002, the same day the comments were due, and because this Motion could not be ruled on by the Commission until October 9, 2002 the day the reply comments were due, the Motion is denied as moot. The Commission is aware that the parties agreed informally that electronic service should occur, and in fact did occur with both comments and reply comments. Accordingly, this Commission need not take any further action.

4. Also, on October 4, 2002, Qwest and the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed a Motion for a One Day Extension of Time to File Comments. In this Motion, Qwest and the OCC state that on October 4, 2002, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released its Memorandum Opinion and Order in the matter of Qwest’s petition for declaratory ruling on the scope of the mandatory filing requirement set forth in § 252(a)(1) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Qwest and OCC state that due to the interrelatedness of this Commission’s request for comment and the FCC’s order, the parties request until close of business on October 7, 2002 within which to file their comments.

5. Qwest and OCC also include in their request that the extension be granted to all other parties planning to file comments in this docket. We note, however, that Commission Staff and WorldCom, Inc., filed their comments timely on October 4, 2002 and no extension was needed. Notably, WorldCom, Inc., addressed the FCC order released the same day. Likewise, AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc., had previously been granted an extension for its comments with Decision No. C02-1102, until October 7, 2002.

6. Although the Commission had not and could not issue a decision on this Motion prior to the comment deadline of October 4, 2002, Qwest and OCC in fact did not file their comments until October 7, 2002, taking the risk that we would deny this Motion and reject the comments as late filed. However, because this docket and our eventual decision on the definition of an Interconnection Agreement call for as much input from interested parties as possible, we will grant the Motion and accept the comments as filed.

II.
order

A. The Commission Orders That:

7. Qwest Corporation’s Motion for Electronic Service of Comments is denied as moot.

8. Qwest Corporation and the Office of Consumer Counsel’s Motion for Extension of Time is granted.

9. Response time is waived for both motions.

10. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
October 9, 2002.
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