Decision No. C02-1154
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-577T

IN THE MATTER OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.’S STATEMENT OF GENERALLY AVAILABLE TERMS AND CONDITIONS.
ORDER DENYING EXPEDITED REQUEST
FOR INFORMATION CLARIFYING
COMMISSION DECISION NO. C02-409
Mailed Date:  October 18, 2002

Adopted Date:  August 22, 2002
I.
BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. On August 19, 2002, AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc. (AT&T), requested that the Commission provide an expedited response to AT&T’s information request.  Specifically, AT&T requests that the Commission provide AT&T with a copy of the compact disc (CD) containing the run of the Qwest Corporation (Qwest) collocation model and the Qwest nonrecurring cost model with the Commission-ordered inputs that produce the rates ordered and included as part of Attachment A to our Decision No. C02-409.  

2. In Decision No. C02-409, we indicated that in granting several applications for rehearing, reargument, and reconsideration (RRR) in part, we increased the “transparency of our ratesetting decisions by attaching the entirety of our cost model runs from which the applicable rates are derived.”  For example, in addition to supplying the parties with a CD containing a run of the HAI Model and the necessary documentation to replicate the loop, switching, and other recurring rates we ordered, we also provided detailed explanations for any changes made to non-recurring and collocation rates in Decision No. C02-409.

3. As a case in point, we granted AT&T’s application for RRR to the extent we agreed to assume that more non-recurring activities would be handled through electronic processing by reducing the amount of manual processing assumed in the cost studies.  We provided an extensive explanation of how we reduced the probabilities that some of the manual processing functions would occur, thereby reducing the labor costs component of the non-recurring rates.  The resulting rates were included in Attachment A to Decision No. C02-409.  

4. With regard to collocation rates, we also provided detailed and sufficient clarification and explanation of any rate modifications provided in Attachment A.  For example, we explained rate changes related to three splitter collocation options to make the offerings and related rates clear by substituting the abbreviated references to the splitter configuration options with a specific description of the available splitter options consistent with Qwest’s Statement of Generally Accepted Terms and Conditions (Docket No. 97I-198T).  We also explained that we adjusted the engineering line sharing inputs and three of the six line sharing splitter options to reflect the increased amount of automated processing we adopted in Decision No. C02-409.

5. Other collocation rate changes made in Decision No. C02-409 such as adopting an interim collocation augment rate; adjusting the amount of engineering hours used to calculate CLEC-to-CLEC connection costs; and adopting non-recurring charges for Interconnection Tie Pairs as noted in Attachment A were fully explained as well.  To the extent that AT&T requested clarification of a number of items on Attachment A, the new Attachment A to Decision No. C02-409 provided that clarification, as well as correction of typographical errors.

6. Although we attached the loop rate CD to Decision No. C02-409, no single run of non-recurring or collocation rates was attached to that Decision.  This is because no single  computer model run exists that produces those results contained in Attachment A.  To the extent that the modification to the rates for collocation and non-recurring elements were determined utilizing various Commissioner and Commission Staff advisor work papers, those documents constitute Commission deliberation documents and are not subject to the quasi-discovery requests made here by AT&T.  Further, AT&T asks this Commission to provide confidential materials pursuant to our Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-16 to be utilized in other states’ rate proceedings.  We decline to adopt this policy.  Therefore, we deny AT&T’s request for information.

II.
ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

7. AT&T Communication of the Mountain States, Inc.’s Expedited Request for Information Clarifying Commission Decision No. C02-409 is denied.

8. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 22, 2002.
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