Decision No. C02-1135

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02A-458T

in the matter of a petition by the GUNNISON-HINSDALE COUNTY EMERGENCY telephone service authority FOR A SURCHARGE INCREASE pursuant to c.r.s. 29-11-102(2)(B).

DECISION GRANTING APPLICATION
FOR APPROVAL OF EMERGENCY
TELEPHONE SERVICE SURCHARGE RATE

Mailed Date:  October 10, 2002

Adopted Date:  October 9, 2002

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Verified Application (Application) by the Applicant, Gunnison-Hinsdale County Emergency Telephone Service Authority (Authority) filed on August 28, 2002.  The Authority seeks authorization from this Commission to assess an emergency telephone service surcharge of $1 per service user per month under § 29-11-102(2)(b), C.R.S.  That provision requires Commission approval of any surcharge rate greater than $0.70 prior to its imposition.

2. The Commission gave notice of the Application on September 18, 2002.  The Authority gave public notice under § 40-3.5-104(1)(a), C.R.S., on September 20, 2002.  

3. No interventions, protests, or comments were filed with the Commission during the notice period. The matter is uncontested.  

B. Findings and Conclusions

4. Applicant is an emergency telephone service authority formed in October 1987 by and between the following parties:  Gunnison County, Hinsdale County, Saguache County, City of Gunnison, Town of Crested Butte, Town of Mt. Crested Butte, Town of Pitkin, Gunnison County Fire Protection District, Crested Butte Fire Protection District, and Lake City Area Fire Protection District. The Authority is responsible for administering the operation of the emergency telephone service program serving the exchanges in those areas.

5. The Authority’s expenses for 2002 will be approximately $130,749, which will be covered by anticipated 911 surcharge revenues of  $131,130.  With almost no additional cash flow for 2002 to address future capital projects and infrastructure needs, and a projected budget of  $183,219 for 2003, the Authority is faced with a projected deficit for the next year of $48,519.  A $.30 surcharge increase would allow the Authority to cover its projected budget for 2003 and leave it with a net income of $8,186, which would then be applied toward future long-term projects totaling $92,000 and for budgeting beyond 2003.

6. Public notice of the projected surcharge increase was published in the media in the two counties on September 20, 2002.

7. Based upon the Application and supplemental information supplied by the Applicant, the Commission finds and concludes that the proposed $.30 surcharge increase to $1 is just and reasonable, in the public interest, and should be approved.  The funds realized from the surcharge increase will be utilized to pay for allowable services as set forth in § 29-11-104(2), C.R.S.

II.
order

A.
The Commission Orders That:

8. The Verified Application filed by Gunnison-Hinsdale Emergency Telephone Service Authority, for permission to impose an emergency telephone service surcharge of $1 is deemed complete.

9. The Verified Application filed by Gunnison-Hinsdale Emergency Telephone Service Authority is granted.

10. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

October 9, 2002.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


POLLY PAGE
________________________________


JIM DYER
________________________________

Commissioners

CHAIRMAN RAYMOND L. GIFFORD ABSENT.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� Since the Authority is based on a cooperative intergovernmental agreement in a county with a population of less than 50,000, it is authorized to use these funds for personnel expenses.  See § 29-11-104(2)(b), C.R.S.
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