Decision No. C02-1081

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02A-231CP-TA

in the matter of the application of Colordo tour lines dba gray line of denver for temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire.

order EXTENDING TEMPORARY AUTHORITY

Mailed Date:  September 30, 2002

Adopted Date:  September 25, 2002

I. STATEMENT

A. On September 3, 2002, a Motion to Extend Temporary Authority (Motion to Extend) was filed in the captioned proceeding by Colorado Tour Lines, LLC doing business as Gray Line of Denver, (Gray Line).  The Motion to Extend seeks an extension of the temporary authority granted to Gray Line in Decision No. C02-0509.  The temporary authority granted in Decision No. C02-0509 is currently scheduled to expire on November 2, 2002.

B. As grounds for its Motion to Extend, Gray Line states the hearing on the permanent application was originally scheduled for September 6, 2002.  However, the intervenor in this proceeding, Mountain Men, Inc. doing business as Best Mountain Tours filed a Motion to vacate and reschedule the hearing on September 4, 2002.  Therefore, Gray Line states “Assuming that this matter proceeds to the full procedure – hearing, recommended decision, exceptions, and Commissioners’ decision, this matter will not be resolved until after October 23, 2002.”

C. On the date this motion was filed, an Administrative Law Judge had not acted on the Motion to vacate and reschedule the hearing.  Decision No. R02-993-I was mailed on September 9, 2002.  Decision No. R02-993-I vacated the hearing scheduled for September 6, 2002, and rescheduled the hearing to November 19, 2002.  The hearing date of November 19, 2002, is 17 days after the expiration of the temporary authority on November 2, 2002.

D. No objections to the relief requested by the Motion to Extend were filed by any party.

E. Section 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., authorizes the Commission to extend temporary authority beyond the initial 180-day grant of such authority.  Such an extension may, upon good cause shown, be granted until the corresponding permanent authority application is final.

F. The Commission finds that Gray Line has demonstrated good cause for the requested extension of its temporary authority.  Passengers who utilize the service provided by Gray Line under Decision No. C02-0509 should be allowed to continue to use that service until Gray Line of Denver’s permanent application is finalized.

II. Order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Extend Temporary Authority filed by Colorado Tour Lines, LLC doing business as Gray Line of Denver is granted.

2. Colorado Tour Lines, LLC doing business as Gray Line of Denver is granted an extension of temporary authority (originally granted in Decision No. C02-0509) until the entry of a final Commission order in Docket No.02A 231CP.

3. This Order is effective on its mailed date.
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