Decision No. C02-1070

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02M-502G (AMENDED)

in the matter of the application of kinder morgan, inc. for a waiver of the date for filing its gas cost adjustment and gas purchase report under 4 ccr 723-8-2 for its north eastern colorado service area.

commission order granting a
limited one-time waiver

Mailed Date:  September 27, 2002

Adopted Date:  September 25, 2002

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statements

1. On September 17, 2002, Kinder Morgan, Inc. (KMI or Applicant), filed a verified application.  The application seeks a waiver from the filing deadline associated with the annual Gas Cost Adjustment (GCA) application set forth in the Commission’s Gas Cost Adjustment Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-8.  Applicant seeks a Commission order:  (1) granting it a waiver of the requirements of 4 CCR 723-8-2 so as to extend the date for filing of its 2002 annual GCA application and Gas Purchase Report (GPR) until October 18, 2002 with an effective date of November 1, 2002; and (2) extending the effective date for subsequent annual GCAs and GPRs to November 1 of the applicable year. 

2. On September 18, 2002, Applicant amended the application to remove the request to extend the effective date for subsequent annual GCAs and GPRs.

3. No person protested or intervened with respect to the waiver application as originally filed.  For this reason, the Commission will waive response time to the motion.  As a result, this matter can be considered without a hearing under the authority set forth in § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

B. Findings of Fact

4. Applicant is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged, inter alia, in the purchase, distribution, transportation, and sale of natural gas for domestic, mechanical, or public uses in its Western Slope, North Central, Northeast, and Southern rate areas in the State of Colorado.

5. Pursuant to 4 CCR 723-8-2, Applicant is required to file its annual GCA and GPR with respect to its Northeast Colorado service area by September 17, 2002 with an effective date of October 1, 2002.  Pursuant to 4 CCR 723-8-2 and KMI’s tariff, the effective date for the GCA and GPR filings for KMI’s Western Slope and North Central service areas is November 1, 2002, while the effective date for the GCA and GPR filings for KMI’s Southern service area is October 1, 2002.

6. Applicant represents that the existence of two effective dates creates inefficiencies for the employees responsible for preparing the filings that would be eliminated with use of a single effective date for all of KMI’s annual GCA/GPR filings required under the GCA Rules.  In this regard, KMI previously has requested a waiver of the October 1 effective date in Docket No. 00L-096G (Decision No. C00-204 mailed March 1, 2000) for its annual GCA and GPR filings in order to enhance the efficiency of the filing process.  For these reasons, KMI requests that it be granted an extension of time to file its GCA and GPR until October 18, 2002, and that these filings have an effective date of November 1, 2002.

7. The Commission finds that the application states good cause for the requested waiver, as amended, on less-than-statutory notice.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That: 

8. The motion to amend application filed by Kinder Morgan, Inc., is granted.  Response time to the motion is waived.

9. The application of Kinder Morgan, Inc., as amended, for a waiver of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-8-2.2 with respect to its Northeast Colorado service area, is granted.  Kinder Morgan, Inc., shall be permitted to file its Gas Cost Adjustment application and Gas Purchase Report for its Northeast Colorado service area with a proposed effective date of November 1, 2002.  The application shall be filed in accordance with the Gas Cost Adjustment filing requirements set forth at Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-8-4.2.

10. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

September 25, 2002.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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