
Decision No. C02-1064
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02A-456CP-TA

THE APPLICATION OF Gurvinder Singh, DOING BUSINESS AS American Airport Express Shuttle, FOR TEMPORARY AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT OPERATIONS AS A COMMON CARRIER BY MOTOR VEHICLE FOR HIRE.

COMMISSION ORDER DENYING
TEMPORARY AUTHORITY

Mailed Date:  September 26, 2002

Adopted Date:  September 25, 2002
I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On August 23, 2002, Gurvinder Singh doing business as American Airport Express Shuttle (American Airport Express), filed an application for temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers and their baggage, in scheduled and call-and-demand limousine service, between all points within a 12-mile radius of the intersection of U.S. Highway 287 and Trilby Road, Larimer County, State of Colorado, on the one hand, and Denver International Airport, on the other hand.

2. The Commission gave notice of the application on September 9, 2002.

3. Shamrock Taxi of Fort Collins, Inc., doing business as Shamrock Shuttle, Inc., (Shamrock Taxi) filed an intervention opposing the grant of this application.

4. Shamrock Taxi has authority under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 49759 to provide scheduled and call-and-demand limousine service between all points within a 13-mile radius of the intersection of Larimer County Road 32 and Larimer County Road 13 in Larimer County, Colorado, on the one hand, and Denver International Airport (DIA), on the other hand.

5. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."

6. American Airport Express must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If American Airport Express fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

7. Twenty-one letters were filed in support of this application.  The letters are written by residents of Loveland and Ft. Collins, and employees of travel agencies in Ft. Collins and Loveland.  The authors of six of the letters state they, or their clients, have had to wait an hour or more for service from Shamrock Taxi at DIA.  The authors state that Shamrock Shuttle’s vehicle are sometimes overbooked and filled to capacity for the scheduled trip from DIA to Ft. Collins or Loveland.  The authors state this overbooking results in passengers having to wait for the next scheduled departure from DIA.  The authors of the remaining letters generally express a desire for more competition and the ability to have a choice between at least two carriers for service to and from DIA.  However, except for one letter, the authors of the letters do not name any specific circumstances that indicate an immediate amd urgent needs exists for the service named in this application.  Furthermore, in its intervention, Shamrock Taxi rebuts the allegations in 

C. Conclusions

8. An immediate and urgent need for the requested transportation services has not been shown to exist, and it has not been shown there is no carrier capable of providing the service.

9. This application for temporary authority is not in the public interest.

10. The denial of this application creates no presumption about the final disposition of the permanent authority application.  The permanent authority application will be determined on the evidence presented using the statutory criteria.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

11. The application for temporary authority filed by Gurvinder Singh doing business as American Airport Express Shuttle, is denied.

12. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

13. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING 
September 25, 2002.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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APPLICANT:

Gurvinder Singh
dba American Airport Express Shuttle
2249 South Telluride Court
Aurora, CO  80013
INTERVENOR:
Shamrock Taxi of Fort Collins, Inc.
dba Shamrock Shuttle, Inc.
P. O. Box 88
Windsor, CO  80550
INTERVENOR'S ATTORNEY:
Isaac H. Kaiser
BERENBAUM, WEINSHIENK & EASON
370 - 17th Street, Suite No. 2600
Denver, CO  80202
ROUTE:

6, 60, and all PUC staff, including staff that may be listed as parties, received this decision electronically.
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