Decision No. C02-667

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02M-316T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION BY QWEST CORPORATION FOR APPROVAL OF ALTERNATIVE NOTICE FOR PROPOSED CHANGES TO ITS LINE EXTENSION CHARGES IN ITS EXCHANGE AND NETWORK SERVICES TARIFF COLORADO PUC NO. 20.

ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION

Mailed Date:  June 17, 2002

Adopted Date:  June 12, 2002

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the verified application of Qwest Corporation (“Qwest”), for approval of alternative notice of its upcoming advice letter filing that will seek to modify the manner by which Qwest determines construction charges for extending facilities to serve prospective end-use customers.  Qwest anticipates filing the proposed advice letter on June 11, 2002, with an effective date of July 12, 2002, and asks that the Commission grant this application for alternative notice on an expedited basis.  

2. Now being duly advised in the premises, the Commission will grant Qwest’s request for approval of alternative notice of its upcoming advice letter filing.

B. Discussion

3. Qwest will be filing an advice letter that will seek to modify the manner by which Qwest determines construction charges for extending facilities to serve new applicants.  Qwest is proposing to modify the formula for calculating construction charges by providing a construction allowance (credit) consistent with Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2-5.4, which requires that a prospective end-use customer receive a credit which reflects the capital investment supported by the revenue received from the customer revenue stream and the Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism.  The proposed tariff changes were included as Exhibit A.

4. Qwest is required to notify customers of the proposed tariff change.  Qwest states that existing customers will not be affected and, therefore, individual customer notice is not necessary and would not be effective.  However, because the public as a whole, including potential new customers, will be affected, Qwest is seeking to provide notice in an alternative form.  Qwest proposes publishing a one-time notice in The Denver Post, two columns wide by six inches high attached to the application as Exhibit B.

5.  Qwest asks that the Commission approve the alternative form of notice prior to July 1, 2002. If the application is approved, Qwest will be able to publish the notice on or before July 1, 2002 relative to the proposed advice letter filing on June 11, 2002.  Qwest indicates that it is targeting publishing the notice on or before July 1, 2002 to meet the statutory requirement in § 40-3-104, C.R.S., of publishing the notice within the first 20 days of the 30-day notice period.

6. The Commission finds that good cause exists for approval of Qwest’s application for approval of an alternative notice.  However, the notice needs to be amended, pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(II), C.R.S., to provide a contact name and number at Qwest that a customer may call to obtain information during the 30-day period prior to the effective date of the proposed increases or changes concerning how such increases or changes will affect them.  Language for the customer notice is provided in Attachment A to this order.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

7. The Application of Qwest Corporation for approval of alternative notice is granted.  Qwest Corporation may provide the alternative notice included in Attachment A to this Order that includes a contact name and number at Qwest Corporation that a customer may contact during the 30-day period with questions regarding how the proposed changes will affect them.

8. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

June 12, 2002.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



JIM DYER
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER POLLY PAGE ABSENT.
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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