Decision No. C02-666

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02A-282W

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF LAKE DURANGO WATER COMPANY FOR AN ORDER AUTHORIZING LAKE DURANGO WATER COMPANY CURTAILMENT OF WATER AND REQUEST OF WAIVER NOTICE REQUIREMENT.

COMMISSION ORDER Granting implementation of the proposed curtailment program

Mailed Date:   June 12, 2002

Adopted Date:  June 12, 2002 

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

Statement and Findings of Fact

1. On May 17, 2002, Lake Durango Water Company,(“Lake Durango” or “Company”), filed an application for an order of the Commission authorizing the implementation of a temporary water curtailment plan.  Citing the existing drought conditions throughout the state, the Company proposed to limit outside watering in stages with Stage 1 in effect June 15, 2002 through October 30, 2002.  Stage 1 of this plan limits outside watering to two days per week, Tuesday and Friday between the hours of 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Hoses may be used but may not be left unattended without sprinkler head or control device (no open running hoses unattended). No car, boat, recreation vehicle, etc., washing.  No filling of tanks, ponds, etc. (except for livestock).  No swimming pools, koy ponds, waterfalls or any types of landscaping ponds may be filled.  No excess water running down roads, ditches, driveways, etc.  Watering potted plants with pails, buckets, or water cans is allowed at any time.  Lake Durango also offers Stages 2, 3,and 4, to become effective upon application to and approval by the Commission.  

2. On May 22, 2002, the Commission granted the request for a shortened notice period.  Accordingly, the Commission noticed the application on May 24, 2002, allowing any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in the proceeding to file a petition to intervene or other appropriate pleading to become a party by June 10, 2002.  Additionally, the Company provided notice of the application to all customers by mail on May 24, 2002.  

3. No requests for intervention were received; however, on June 3, 2002, the Commission received a protest in this docket from George Cathcart, President of the Wildcat Overlook Homeowners Association.  

4. No interested person has filed a request for intervention in this matter.  Therefore, the Commission may rule on the application without hearing.  The Commission finds that the existing drought conditions throughout the State of Colorado are a cause of major concern.  Water resources available to Lake Durango have been depleted to below normal levels and monthly water usage by customers of Lake Durango have been increasing.  Given drought conditions prevalent throughout the state, including that area served by Lake Durango, it is in the public interest to grant the application. 

II.
ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. The application by Lake Durango Water Company to implement a water curtailment plan is granted.

6. Lake Durango Water Company is authorized to file an advice letter to implement the applicable changes to its tariff to be effective on not less than one day’s notice to the Commission.

7. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the Mailed Date of this Decision.

8. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 12, 2002.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
_______________________________



JIM DYER
_______________________________

Commissioners
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