Decision No. C02-0572

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02S-024CP

in the matter of REVISED TARIFF AND CHARGES FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF PASSENGERS IN taxi SERVICE BETWEEN points in the denver metro area and between said points and an eighty-five mile radius thereof aS FILED BY metro taxi, inc. IN second REVISED PAGE NO. 3 TO PASSENGER TARIFF, COLORADO PUC NO. 27, SCHEDULED TO BECOME EFFECTIVE january 18, 2002.

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION extending suspension 

Mailed Date: May 16, 2002

Adopted Date: May 15, 2002

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On December 18, 2001, Metro Taxi, Inc. (“Metro Taxi”), filed Second Revised Page No. 3 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 27, scheduled to become effective on January 18, 2002.  The proposed changes in this tariff resulted in increased rates for the transportation of passengers, in taxi service, between points in the Denver metro area and between said points and an eighty-five mile radius thereof as authorized by Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC 1481.  Metro Taxi proposed increasing rates as follows: (1) a flag drop charge increase of twenty cents per trip; (2) a reduction in the mile increment from one-eighth to one-ninth; (3) and an increase in waiting time of ten cents per minute.

2. Second Revised Page No. 3 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 27, was suspended by the Commission for a period of 120 days, or until May 18, 2002, by Decision No. C02-0057.

3. Investigation and Suspension Docket No. 02S-024CP was set for hearing before an Administrative Law Judge of the Commission on May 9, 2002.

4. Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”) filed a motion to Permanently Suspend Revised Tariff and Charges and to Close Docket No. 02S-024CP on April 9, 2002.

5. The motion of Staff to permanently suspend the revised tariff and charges and to close the docket was denied by an Administrative Law Judge in Decision No. R02-499-I on May 2, 2002.

6. The counsel for Metro Taxi, Inc., by Decision R02-499-I, was ordered to contact Staff’s attorney by May 13, 2002, to coordinate the setting of a new hearing date for this docket and to inform the Commission of such agreed upon date.  As of May 14, 2002, neither Staff or its attorney has been contacted by counsel for Metro Taxi, Inc.

7. The Commission, pursuant to § 40-6-111(1)(b), C.R.S., may extend the period of suspension of Docket No. 02S-024CP from the 120-day period named in Decision No. C02-0057 for a further period not exceeding ninety days.

8. The Commission finds that the issues concerning the proposed tariff changes named in Second Revised Page 3, to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 27, have not been resolved.

9. Therefore, the Commission finds that a hearing on the propriety of the proposed tariff changes is still required.  The circumstances relevant to Investigation and Suspension Docket No. 02S-024CP warrant a 90-day extension of the 120-day time period prescribed by § 40-6-111(1)(b), C.R.S.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That: 

10. Second Revised Page No. 3 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 27, is suspended for an additional period of 90 days, or until August 13, 2002.

11. The Commission shall convene a hearing concerning the lawfulness and propriety of Second Revised Page No. 3 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 27, filed by Metro Taxi, Inc.

This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 15, 2002.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________



JIM DYER
________________________________

Commissioners
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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CARRIER:

Metro Taxi, Inc.

William L. Cotter, Jr., President
5909 East 38th Avenue

Denver, Colorado, 80207
CARRIER’S ATTORNEY:

Robert W. Nichols

Nichols & Associates

2060 Broadway, Suite 200

Boulder, CO 80302

ROUTE:

6, 60, all PUC staff, including staff that may be listed as parties, received this decision electronically.
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