Decision No. C02-330

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02V-072T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF Qwest Corporation FOR WAIVER OF REQUIREMENT FOR ANNUAL AUDIT OF APPENDIX B UNDER RULE 10.3, 4 CCR 723-27.

ORDER APPROVING WAIVER OF RULES

Mailed Date:  March 26, 2002

Adopted Date:  March 20, 2002

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

Statement and Findings of Fact

1. On February 7, 2002, Qwest Corporation (“Qwest”) filed an Application for Waiver from Rule 10.3 of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-27. 

2. Rule 10.1, 4 CCR 723-27, requires that all telecommunications service providers providing both regulated and deregulated telecommunications services file their segregated financial statements as an Appendix B to their annual reports.  Rule 10.3, 4 CCR 723-27, requires an annual certification audit of the Appendix B filing by a certified public accountant.

3. Qwest requests that it not be required to perform an audit by a certified public accountant of its 2001 annual Appendix B filing.

4. In Commission Decision No. C00-452, the Commission expressed interest in the 2000 Appendix B due to recent legislative changes, effective April 17, 2000, that moved previously regulated services to the unregulated arena.  Appendix B of the Annual Report for the year 2000, filed on April 30, 2001, was supported by a certified public accountant certification which concluded that Qwest complied in all material respect with the criteria established in Rule 4 CCR 723-27. 

5. The waiver request by Qwest for an audit by a certified public accountant for the 2001 Appendix B states that no such legislative changes occurred in 2001.  Further, Qwest cites several issues related to its request for Commission consideration.  These issues include the cost of an audit, estimated to be approximately $160,000 to $200,000 and that there have been no significant modifications of the cost allocation methods since the 2000 Appendix B filing.  

6. For the above stated reasons, the Commission will grant the request of Qwest for a waiver of Rule 10.3 as related to the 2001 Appendix B filing.  In granting this request, the Commission does not make any conclusions as to the correctness of the cost segregation procedures used by Qwest in its Appendix B filing. 

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

7. The application by Qwest Corporation is deemed complete.

8. Qwest Corporation is hereby granted a waiver of the requirements of Rule 10.3 of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723‑27, consistent with the above discussion.

9. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

March 20, 2002.


THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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( S E A L )

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




Bruce N. Smith
Director
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