Decision No. C02-30

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00I-494T

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION INTO MODIFICATION OF COMMISSION PRACTICES AND POLICIES regarding intercarrier compensation.

Ruling On Motions For Extension Of Time

Mailed Date:  January 9, 2002

Adopted Date:  January 4, 2002

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of:  (1) the Joint Motion for Extension of Time and Request to Shorten Time to Respond filed by Qwest Corporation, AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc., WorldCom, Inc., Level 3 Communications, LLC, the Colorado Telecommunications Association, and Sprint Communications Company, L.P. on December 28, 2001; and (2) the Motion for Extension of Time for the Filing of Staff's Report and the Testimony of Interested Parties, Request for Leave to Conduct Discovery, and Request for Waiver of Response Time filed by the Office of Consumer Counsel ("OCC") on January 3, 2002.  Now being duly advised in the premises, we waive further response time to the motions and enter the rulings below.

2. Both motions request an extension of time for filing testimony and exhibits in response to Decision No. C01-1225.  The Joint Motion requests an extension of time to February 15, 2002; the OCC's motion requests an extension of time to March 1, 2002.  Good cause exists for an extension of time for filing testimony and exhibits.  The Joint Motion's suggestion for an extension of time to February 15, 2002 is more appropriate than that suggested by the OCC.  The Joint Motion is granted, and the motion by the OCC is denied.

3. Decision No. C01-1225 also directed Commission Staff to file a report concerning the issues in this case on or before January 15, 2002.  The time for the filing of that report is also extended to February 15, 2002.  The Joint Motion's suggestion for a status conference is accepted.  Further procedural requirements, such as the time to file reply testimony and the time for hearing will be established at the status conference.

4. The OCC also requested that the parties be allowed to conduct discovery at this time, instead of delaying discovery until after the filing of initial testimony.  We deny this request.  Decision No. C01-1225 provided that discovery in this investigatory docket would be allowed after the filing of initial testimony.  Given our extension of the filing date for initial testimony and the scheduling of a status conference, the OCC may raise discovery issues at the status conference.

II.
Order

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. The Joint Motion for Extension of Time and Request to Shorten Time to Respond filed by Qwest Corporation, AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc., WorldCom, Inc., Level 3 Communications, LLC, the Colorado Telecommunications Association, and Sprint Communications Company, L.P. on December 28, 2001 is granted.  Interested parties shall file their initial testimony and exhibits on or before February 15, 2002.  Commission Staff shall file its report in this matter on or before February 15, 2002.

6. Response time to the Motion for Extension of Time for the Filing of Staff's Report and the Testimony of Interested Parties, and Request for Leave to Conduct Discovery filed by the Office of Consumer Counsel on January 3, 2002 is waived, and the motion is denied.

The Commission shall conduct a status conference in this matter at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:
February 20, 2002

TIME:
1:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

The parties shall come prepared to discuss the remaining procedural schedule for this matter, including the date for filing reply testimony and the date for hearing.

7. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 4, 2002.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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