Decision No. R01-1322-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01F-530E

Public service company of colorado,

complainant,

v.

intermountain rural electric association,

respondent.

DOCKET NO. 01A-531E

In the matter of the verified application of public service company of colorado to amend public service company’s certificate of public convenience and necessity to include the area upon which the willow trace subdivision is located.

INTERIM ORDER OF
administrative law judge
dale e. ISLEY
vacating hearing and
setting pre-hearing conference

Mailed Date:  December 27, 2001

I.
STATEMENT

A. On November 14, 2001, Public Service Company of Colorado (“PSCO”), filed a Complaint and Application to Amend CPCN to Serve Willow Trace Subdivision with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”).  The Complaint named Intermountain Rural Electric Association (“IREA”) as Respondent and that proceeding was assigned Docket No. 01F-530E.  The application proceeding was assigned Docket No. 01A-531E.

B. On November 19, 2001, the Commission issued its Corrected Order to Satisfy or Answer in Docket No. 01F-530E
 and its Notice of Application Filed in Docket No. 01A-531E.  On the same day the Commission issued an Order setting Docket No. 01F-530E for hearing on January 23, 2002.

C. On November 30, 2001, PSCO filed a Motion to Consolidate Docket Nos. 01F-530E and 01A-531E Into One Proceeding (“Motion to Consolidate”), and a Request for Pre-Hearing Conference and to Vacate Trial Date (“Motion to Vacate Hearing and for Pre-Hearing Conference”).  IREA filed a Response to the Motion to Consolidate on December 14, 2001, indicating that it did not oppose PSCO’s consolidation request.  IREA did not respond to the Motion to Vacate Hearing and for Pre-Hearing Conference.

D. On December 11, 2001, IREA filed its Answer to the Complaint filed by PSCO in Docket No. 01F-530E.

E. On December 14, 2001, IREA filed its Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention by Right in Docket No. 01A-531E.  On the same day the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission filed its Notice of Intervention, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 9(d) and Rule 24(a)(1) and Request for Hearing in Docket No. 01A-531E.

F. At its Weekly Meeting of December 19, 2001, the Commission granted the Motion to Consolidate and referred the Motion to Vacate Hearing and for Pre-Hearing Conference to the Administrative Law Judge assigned to Docket No. 01F-530E.

G. The efficient management of this consolidated proceeding dictates that the hearing date previously scheduled in Docket No. 01F-530E be vacated and that a pre-hearing conference be held as soon as practicable.  Accordingly, the Motion to Vacate Hearing and for Pre-Hearing Conference filed by PSCO will be granted.   

II.
ORDER

A.
It Is Ordered That:

1. The Request for Pre-Hearing Conference and to Vacate Trial Date filed by Public Service Company of Colorado in the captioned consolidated proceeding is granted.

2. The hearing previously scheduled for January 23, 2002, in Docket No. 01F-530E is vacated.

A pre-hearing conference is scheduled in this consolidated proceeding as follows:

DATE:
January 10, 2002

TIME:
10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2
 

Denver, Colorado

3. The issues to be dealt with at the pre-hearing conference will include those contemplated by 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-79(b)(5) including, without limitation, the desirability of requiring pre-filed testimony, the resolution of any pending motions, the timing and scope of discovery, and the establishment of a procedural schedule, including hearing dates.

4. All deadlines established by the Corrected Order to Satisfy or Answer issued in Docket No. 01F-530E or the Notice of Application Filed in Docket No. 01A-531E regarding the pre-filing of testimony and/or witness/exhibits lists in these matters are hereby suspended pending the outcome of the pre-hearing conference.

5. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



DALE E. ISLEY
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� The original Order to Satisfy or Answer was issued by the Commission in Docket No. 01F-530E on November 16, 2001.
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