Decision No. R01-1173-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01S-396T

the investigation and suspension of TARIFF sheets filed by agate mutual telephone cooperative association with ADVICE letter no. 33.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
denying a request for
an additional public hearing

Mailed Date:  November 14, 2001

I.
statement

A. On October 26, 2001, Staff of the Commission filed its Motion Requesting Public Hearing.  By this motion Staff seeks to have an additional public hearing scheduled in Agate, Colorado for the purposes of considering this rate increase.  Staff notes that Agate Mutual Telephone Cooperative Association (“Agate”) is seeking an increase in the basic local exchange monthly rate from $4.94 to $13.94, an increase of 182 percent.  Staff concludes that in light of such a substantial increase it is appropriate to hold a public hearing in Agate, Colorado.

B. The notice given in this proceeding in Docket No. C01-899 states that any person may make a statement by appearing at the currently scheduled hearing date of December 17, 2001.  However, that hearing is scheduled in Denver.  The assigned Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) has reviewed the Commission’s records.  The Commission’s official file in this proceeding contains not a single written letter of protest by any of Agate’s customers concerning the rate increase.  In addition, the External Affairs Section of the Commission has received not a single telephone call from any customer or potential customer of Agate concerning this proposed rate increase.  Notice of the proposed increase was given by mail to all customers of Agate.  See the notice filed October 25, 2001.  Finally, the ALJ takes notice that Agate is a mutual telephone cooperative association, owned by its customers.

C. The Commission regularly holds special public hearings to allow customers of a utility to comment on a proposed rate increase.  These hearings in outlying portions of the state have traditionally not produced many commenters, but have produced costs not only for the Commission but also for the utility that feels obligated to send personnel to monitor these hearings.  While it is true that the proposed percentage increase in the basic local exchange rate is high, the increase is to a level that is certainly in line with many other telephone utilities throughout the state.

D. Considering all of the above factors, the ALJ denies the motion for an additional public hearing.  Persons who object who have not voiced their opinions can still make them known by writing to the Commission.  They can also appear at the hearing scheduled for December 17, 2001.  However, the facts do not warrant scheduling an additional public hearing in Agate at this time.

II.
order

E. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion of Staff filed October 26, 2001 seeking an additional public hearing in Agate, Colorado is denied.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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� The ALJ makes no determination of the justness or reasonableness of the proposed rates.  He simply notes where this proposed rate increase would place the ratepayers of Agate.





3

