Decision No. R01-1158-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01F-514EG

freddie jones, Jr.,


complainant,

v.

public service company of colorado,


respondent.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
prohibiting shutoff

Mailed Date:  November 13, 2001

i.
statement

A. This complaint was filed on November 5, 2001.  An Order to Satisfy or Answer was issued by the Commission on November 6, 2001, setting a hearing for December 28, 2001.

B. As part of the complaint the Complainant Freddy Jones, Jr. states:

I asked the court if there could be arrangements made to my regular bill to avoid shutoff until this matter is settled.

C. Staff of the Commission indicates that the amount in controversy is between $800 and $1,100.  Complainant had a modified budget billing amount of $303 established which included previous amounts owed to Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) and estimated usage for the coming heating season.  Complainant failed to make the first $303 payment and termination of service is scheduled prior to the complaint being heard.

D. Typically in complaint cases the Commission requires the Complainant to post a bond in the amount in controversy, or some portion thereof, and pay for current energy usage as the complaint is processed.  Here, that arrangement appears less favorable than the modified billing arrangement established of $303 per month, at least over the next few months.
  Therefore this order precludes Public Service from shutting off gas and electric service to the Complainant provided that the Complainant makes a payment of $303 within ten days of the effective date of this order, and continues to make the $303 monthly payment.  The second payment of $303 shall be due one month after the first, continuing in a like manner until a final administrative decision is rendered in this complaint.

II.
order

E. It Is Ordered That:

1. Public Service Company of Colorado is prohibited from terminating service to the Complainant Freddy Jones, Jr. at 2240 Oswego Street, Aurora, Colorado.  This Order is conditioned upon the Complainant Freddy Jones, Jr., paying Public Service Company of Colorado $303 within ten days of the effective date of this Order, and continuing to pay the $303 monthly as a modified budget billing plan.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� The modified budget billing amount of $303 is approximately $200 for current service and $100 toward arrearages.  A typical order from the Commission would require a bond of at least 50% of the amount in controversy (here at least $400), plus payment of current usage of $200 per month, or $600 for the first month.
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