Decision No. R01-1116-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97I-198T

In the matter of the investigation into u s west COMMUNICATIONS, inc.’s compliance with § 271(c) of the TELECOMMUNICATIONS act of 1996.

interim procedural order on
volume va IMPASSE issues

Mailed Date:  November 5, 2001

I.
statement, findings, and conclusions

A. Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”) filed Volume VA of Staff Report on the Fifth Workshop on October 17, 2001.  The report addresses impasse issues from the fifth § 271 workshop.

B. The Volume VA Impasse Issues concern § 271 Competitive Checklist Items Nos. 2, 4, and 11 that could not be resolved through the collaborative workshop process.  See 47 U.S.C. § 271(c)(2)(B).

C. Pursuant to the Procedural Order, Decision           No. R00-612-I, the hearing commissioner hereby determines the process by which the issues will be considered and resolved.  See Procedural Order ¶ II.F.32 at p. 33.

D. The hearing commissioner finds that the issues are ripe for decision and that no further investigation, briefing, argument, or hearings are necessary.  Each of the impasse issues has been thoroughly addressed through the collaborative workshop process and subsequently briefed in accord with the dispute resolution process.  Furthermore, the Staff has considered the issues and made its recommendations to the hearing commissioner.  Therefore, there is no need for additional briefing, hearing, or argument from the participants.

E. The hearing commissioner will rule without delay on the Volume VA impasse issues.

II.
order

F. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing commissioner accepts Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission’s filing of Volume VA impasse issues and enters it to the record in this proceeding.

2. The Volume VA Impasse Issues are properly before the hearing commissioner and will be considered for final decision at this time.

3. No further investigation, briefing, argument, or hearings are necessary to resolve the Volume VA impasse issues.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
_______________________________


Hearing Commissioner
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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