Decision No. R01-1087-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01A-310CP

In the matter of the application of reliable taxi cab associates, 1150 syracuse street, #10-195, Denver, Colorado 80220 for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire.

DOCKET NO. 01A-314CP-Extension

In the matter of the application of freedom cabs, inc., 6030 smith road, denver, colorado 80216 for authority to extend common carrier operations under certificate of public convenience and necessity no. 53638.

DOCKET NO. 01A-320CP

In the matter of the application of fotgir, inc., 17427 east belleview place, aurora, Colorado 80015-2424 for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire.
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Mailed Date:  October 23, 2001

I.
statement

A. On October 10, 2001, George J. Nichols III, Esq. filed a pleading requesting permission to withdraw as legal counsel for Freedom Cabs, Inc. (“Freedom”), in the captioned consolidated proceedings.  As grounds therefore, Mr. Nichols states that Freedom has retained the law firm of Jones & Keller, P.C. to represent it in this matter.

B. The withdrawal of attorneys from proceedings before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) is governed by Rule 21(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-1-21(c).  This rule imposes various notice requirements and precludes issuance of a ruling in connection with requests for withdrawal prior to the expiration of a ten-day objection period.  As such, Rule 21(c) is not generally designed to accommodate the situation where, as here, a party “substitutes” one attorney for another.

C. Notwithstanding the technical requirements of 4 CCR 723-1-21(c), Mr. Nichols states good cause for authorizing his withdrawal as Freedom’s counsel.  Accordingly, his request will be granted.  To the extent necessary, the requirements of 4 CCR 723-1-21(c) will be waived pursuant to the provisions of 4 CCR 723-1-3 (Commission may permit variance from procedural rules when compliance is “impracticable or unreasonable”).  

II.
Order

D. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request filed in the captioned matter by George J. Nichols III, Esq. to withdraw as legal counsel of record for Freedom Cabs, Inc., in the captioned proceedings is granted. 

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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