Decision No. R01-1068

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99P-276G

COLORADO NATURAL gas, inc.’s submittal for determination of completeness of gpp for the gas purchase year july 1, 1999 to june 30, 2000.

recommended decision of
administrative law judge
arthur g. staliwe

Mailed Date:  October 18, 2001

I.
statement

A. By stipulation filed October 5, 2001, Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (“CNG”), and the staff of the Commission indicate that they have resolved all issues between themselves as a result of a review of CNG’s natural gas purchases for the period July 1, 1999 through June 30, 2000.  While the stipulation speaks for itself, in effect there is no change in rates as a result of the review, although CNG will remove $1,050 from account no. 191 as a result of its failure to make timely payments for certain natural gas purchases for its Bailey service area.  Additionally, CNG agrees to make certain changes and improvements to its record keeping to permit a speedier review when staff performs an audit.  See attached Appendix A.

II.
ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. Pursuant to the stipulation entered into between the company and staff, the purchase gas costs incurred by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc., for the period July 1, 1999 through June 30, 2000, are determined to be prudent and reasonable, and the purchase gas costs underlying Colorado Natural Gas, Inc.’s gas cost adjustment rates are reflective of the costs recorded in the company’s books and records, and ultimately supported by appropriate invoice documentation.

2. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

3. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

4. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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