Decision No. R01-1065-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01S-396T

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by agate mutual telephone cooperative association with advice letter no. 33.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
modifying procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  October 18, 2001

I.
statement

A. On October 16, 2001, a telephone conference was held with representatives from Respondent Agate Mutual Telephone Cooperative Association, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission, and the assigned Administrative Law Judge.  All parties represented that negotiations were underway in this proceeding and that a settlement was likely.  However, the parties needed additional time to finalize the settlement.  Therefore the parties sought a modification to the procedural schedule to allow the parties to focus their efforts on producing a stipulation rather than producing testimony for hearing.

B. The Commission encourages negotiated settlements to contested proceedings.  Therefore the procedural schedule will be modified to allow for additional time for the parties to file a stipulation.  However, the scheduled hearing date in this proceeding has not been vacated.  

II.
order

C. It Is Ordered That:

1. Agate Mutual Telephone Cooperative Association shall file its testimony and exhibits in this proceeding no later than October 29, 2001.  Alternatively, Agate Mutual Telephone Cooperative Association may file a stipulation resolving all issues in this proceeding by that same date.

2. If no stipulation is filed resolving all issues, intervenors shall file their testimony and exhibits no later than December 7, 2001.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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