Decision No. R01-1038-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01I-338E

re:  the investigation of the tariff sheets accompanying advice letter no. 86 for san miguel power association, inc.

INTERIM ORDER OF
administrative law judge
dale e. ISLEY
setting procedures and
procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  October 9, 2001

I.
STATEMENT

A. This proceeding involves the request of San Miguel Power Association, Inc. (“SMPA”), for Colorado Public Utilities Commission approval of certain rate changes set forth in SMPA Advice Letter No. 86 and accompanying tariff sheets filed on July 2, 2001.

B. The Staff of the Commission (“Staff”) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) filed timely interventions in this matter.

C. A pre-hearing conference was held on October 3, 2001, pursuant to the provisions of Decision Nos. R01-930-I and R01-996-I.  Appearances were entered on behalf of SMPA, Staff, and the OCC by their respective legal counsel.  Co-counsel for SMPA, Mr. Johnson, and SMPA’s General Manager, Mr. Blair, participated in the conference via telephone conference call.  

D. A procedural schedule agreed to by the parties was presented at the pre-hearing conference.  Except for a minor modification of the proposed hearing dates, that procedural schedule will be adopted and is contained in the order below.  Revisions to the procedures and procedural schedule memorialized by this Order will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.

E. The comments of Mr. Johnson, SMPA’s co-counsel, indicate that the rate changes proposed in this proceeding may generate some public interest within SMPA’s service territory.  Therefore, it is appropriate that the hearing of this matter be held in Ouray, Colorado, and that a portion of the hearing be reserved for the receipt of public witness testimony.       

II.
ORDER

A.
It Is Ordered That:

1. The captioned proceeding is scheduled for hearing as follows:

DATE:
January 29, 2002

TIME:
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Ouray County Commissioner’s Hearing Room
 

Ouray County Courthouse
 

541 Fourth Street, First Floor
 

Ouray, Colorado

DATES:
January 30 and 31, 2002

TIME:
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Ouray County Commissioner’s Hearing Room
 

Ouray County Courthouse
 

541 Fourth Street, First Floor
 

Ouray, Colorado

2. A public comment/testimony hearing is scheduled in the captioned proceeding as follows:

DATE:
January 29, 2002

TIME:
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Ouray County Courtroom 
 

Ouray County Courthouse
 

541 Fourth Street, Second Floor
 

Ouray, Colorado

3. San Miguel Power Association, Inc., shall file its direct testimony, in question-and-answer format, no later than December 7, 2001.  Such direct testimony shall include the following information for each class of customer served by San Miguel Power Association, Inc.:  the average monthly customer bill prior to implementation of the rate changes proposed in this proceeding and the percentage and dollar amount increase or decrease in the average monthly customer bill resulting from implementation of the rate changes proposed by San Miguel Power Association, Inc., in this proceeding.

4. Intervenors shall file their written answer testimony, in question-and-answer format, no later than January 4, 2002.  Such direct testimony shall include the following information for each class of customer served by San Miguel Power Association, Inc.:  the average monthly customer bill prior to implementation of the rate changes proposed in this proceeding and the percentage and dollar amount increase or decrease in the average monthly customer bill resulting from implementation of the rate changes proposed by Intervenors in this proceeding.

5. San Miguel Power Association, Inc., shall file any desired rebuttal testimony, in question-and-answer format, no later than January 18, 2002.  

6. Intervenors shall file any desired cross-answer testimony, in question-and-answer format, no later than January 18, 2002.  

7. Direct, answer, rebuttal, and cross-answer testimony shall be served on all parties so as to ensure its receipt on the same day it is filed with the Commission.

8. Response time to discovery directed to rebuttal or cross-answer testimony shall be shortened to five days and the time for filing objections to discovery relating to rebuttal or cross-answer testimony shall be shortened to two business days.

9. Any stipulation relating to settlement of this matter shall include the following information for each class of customer served by San Miguel Power Association, Inc.:  the average monthly customer bill prior to implementation of the rate changes proposed in this proceeding and the percentage and dollar amount increase or decrease in the average monthly customer bill resulting from implementation of the rate changes proposed by the parties in the stipulation.

10. San Miguel Power Association, Inc., shall file proof of any notice(s) provided to the public of the rate changes proposed in this proceeding within ten days of the effective date of this Order.  

11. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



DALE E. ISLEY
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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