Decision No. R01-960-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-577T
IN THE MATTER OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.’S STATEMENT OF GENERALLY AVAILABLE TERMS AND CONDITIONS.
Procedural Order

Mailed Date:  September 18, 2001

I. STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

A. In Decision No. R01-902-I, I set a technical conference beginning on September 25, 2001 to give advisory staff the opportunity, with the assistance of the parties to the case, "to familiarize itself with the cost models offered in this proceeding."  I also directed that the parties come to the technical conference prepared to run their cost models and generate results on a real-time basis "using inputs to be specified by...separate order."  Consistent with that discussion, Attachment A to this order specifies the inputs to be run in the cost models at the technical conference.

B. On September 13, 2001, Commission Trial Staff filed its Motion for Order Setting Parameters Of Technical Conference and Motion to Waive or to Shorten Response Time.  Essentially, Trial Staff is concerned that a party may appear at the technical conference and bring forth new information or a new cost model; that is, information or a model not already in the record.  To address this concern, Trial Staff requests: (1) that the Commission provide to each party at the technical conference a copy of the CDs or discs containing the cost models, and a laptop computer on which to run the models; and (2) that the parties be allowed to file supplemental statements of position after the technical conference.

C. I deny the motion.  In the first place, Decision No. R01-902-I is reasonably clear that parties cannot offer new evidence or models into the record at the technical conference.  The decision, in part, states that the intent of the technical conference is to assist advisory staff in familiarizing itself with "the cost models offered in this proceeding" (emphasis added).  The parties have already submitted electronic versions of the cost models into the record, and advisory staff has those models.  Advisory [Staff] will attend the technical conference with the previously submitted models in hand, and will use those models at the conference.  If, at the technical conference, any party believes that another party is attempting to use new or amended models, it can interpose an objection at that time.  The procedures [suggested] by Staff for the technical conference and its suggestion for supplemental statements of position are unnecessary.

II. ORDER

A. It is Ordered That:

1. Consistent with the directives in Decision No. R01-902-I, the parties shall come to the previously scheduled technical conference prepared to run in their cost models the inputs specified in Attachment A to this order.

2. Commission Trial Staff's Motion for Order Setting Parameters Of Technical Conference and Motion to Waive or to Shorten Response Time is denied.

3. Response time to Staff’s motion is waived.

B. This Order is effective immediately on its 
Mailed Date.
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY
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Bruce N. Smith
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