Decision No. R01-958-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01S-321T

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by peetz cooperative telephone COMPANY WITH advice letter no. 63.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
modifying procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  September 18, 2001

I.
statement

A. On September 14, 2001, Peetz Cooperative Telephone Company (“Peetz”) filed its Motion for Extension of Time to File Direct Testimony and Exhibits and for Waiver of Response Time.  By this motion Peetz seeks a modification of the currently existing procedural schedule, which calls for Peetz to file its direct case September 17, 2001.  As grounds for the motion Peetz states that it, the Office of Consumer Counsel, and Staff have been engaged in settlement negotiations and have reached an agreement in principal.  There are no other parties to the proceeding.  Peetz seeks an extension of time to allow the parties to focus their efforts on finalizing a stipulation and getting it filed with the Commission.  It is further stated that the motion is unopposed.

B. The Commission favors negotiated settlements to contested proceedings.  Therefore the motion should be granted and the time for the filing of both Peetz‘s testimony and the intervenors’ answer testimony extended.  The parties shall have until October 5, 2001 to file a stipulation and settlement in this proceeding.  While the undersigned has not been informed of the specifics of the stipulation, he would anticipate that a hearing would be held in order to establish an evidentiary basis for the stipulation.

II.
order

C. It Is Ordered That:

1. Peetz Telephone Cooperative Company shall file a stipulation, or its direct testimony and exhibits, no later than October 5, 2001.  If no stipulation is filed, the intervenors shall file their answer testimony and exhibits no later than November 8, 2001.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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