Decision No. R01-917-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01A-310CP

In the matter of the application of reliable taxi cab associates, 1150 syracuse street, #10-195, Denver, Colorado 80220 for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire.

DOCKET NO. 01A-314CP-Extension

In the matter of the application of freedom cabs, inc., 6030 smith road, denver, colorado 80216 for authority to extend common carrier operations under certificate of public convenience and necessity no. 53638.

DOCKET NO. 01A-320CP

In the matter of the application of fotgir, inc., 17427 east belleview place, aurora, Colorado 80015-2424 for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire.

INTERIM ORDER OF
administrative law judge
dale e. ISLEY
setting pre-hearing conference

Mailed Date:  September 6, 2001

I.
STATEMENT

A. All three of the captioned applications were published in the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) “Notice of Applications Filed” (“Notice”) on July 30, 2001, and have been assigned to the undersigned administrative law judge.

B. The applications of Reliable Taxi Cab Associates (“Reliable”) and Fotgir, Inc. (“Fotgir”), each seek authority to provide taxicab service between points in Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Denver, Douglas, and Jefferson Counties, State of Colorado, and between such points, on the one hand, and all points in Colorado, on the other hand.

C. The application of Freedom Cabs, Inc. (“Freedom”), seeks authority to extend taxicab operations under PUC Certificate No. 53638 by increasing the number of vehicles used to provide service under that certificate from 50 to 200.  Certificate No. 53638 authorizes taxicab service between all points within Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Denver, Douglas, and Jefferson Counties, State of Colorado, and from points within the City and County of Denver, Colorado, to all points within the State of Colorado.

D. Petitions to intervene in the Reliable and Fotgir applications have been filed by Metro Taxi, Inc. (“Metro”), Denver Taxi, LLC (“Denver Taxi”), Boulder Taxi, LLC (“Boulder Taxi”), Earth Cab, LLC, and Boulder Express, LLC.  Petitions to intervene in the Freedom application have been filed by Metro, Denver Taxi, and Boulder Taxi.  In addition, Reliable has filed a request to intervene in both the Freedom and Fotgir applications.

E. Rule 79(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-1-79(b), authorizes the Commission’s administrative law judges to set pre-hearing conferences for the purpose of expediting hearings and/or settling issues.  Such a conference is desirable in connection with these proceedings given the similarity of both the operating authority applied for and the involved geographic areas.  In addition, all three applications were filed with the Commission at roughly the same time and have been assigned to the same administrative law judge.

F. Consultation with representatives and/or legal counsel for the applicants and those petitioning to intervene reveals that 1:30 p.m. on September 12, 2001, would be an appropriate time for a pre-hearing conference.  Such conference will deal with all issues contemplated by 4 CCR 723-1-79(b)(5) including, without limitation, the desirability of consolidating these proceedings for hearing pursuant to 4 CCR 723-1-79(a), the resolution of all pending motions to intervene, the timing and scope of discovery, and the establishment of a procedural schedule(s).  All deadlines established by the Notice regarding the filing of witness/exhibits lists in these matters are hereby suspended pending the outcome of the pre-hearing conference.     

II.
ORDER

A.
It Is Ordered That:

1. A pre-hearing conference is scheduled in the captioned proceedings as follows:

DATE:
September 12, 2001

TIME:
1:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2
 

Denver, Colorado

2. The issues to be dealt with at the pre-hearing conference will include those contemplated by 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-79(b)(5) including, without limitation, the desirability of consolidating these proceedings for hearing pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-79(a), the resolution of all pending motions to intervene, the timing and scope of discovery, and the establishment of a procedural schedule(s).

3. All deadlines established by the July 30, 2001, “Notice of Applications Filed” regarding the filing of witness/exhibits lists in these matters are hereby suspended pending the outcome of the pre-hearing conference.

4. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



DALE E. ISLEY
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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