Decision No. R01-766-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99P-274G

in the matter of the application of citizens utilities company’s gas purchase plan for the period July 1, 1999 through june 30, 2000.

interim order of
administrative law judge
dale e. isley
requiring filing of
direct testimony

Mailed Date:  July 26, 2001

I.
STATEMENT

A.
On July 1, 1999, Citizens Utilities Company (“Citizens”) filed a Gas Purchase Plan (“GPP”) relating to its Arkansas Valley and Western Slope service areas for the July 1, 1999 through June 30, 2000 Gas Purchase Year (“1999-2000 GPY”).  On July 12, 1999, Citizens filed a Revised GPP for the 1999-2000 GPY.

B.
The Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) deemed Citizens’ GPP filing for the 1999-2000 GPY complete by Minute Entry dated July 28, 1999.

C.
On October 16, 2000, Citizens filed its Gas Purchase Reports relating to its GPPs for the 1999-2000 GPY.

D.
By Minute Entry dated April 25, 2001, the Commission referred this matter to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge for a prudency review.

E.
On May 11, 2001, the Commission issued its Notice of Prudency Review (“Notice”) and served the same on all interested parties.  The Notice instructed any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding to file a petition to intervene or other appropriate pleadings on or before June 11, 2001.  The Commission’s records indicate that no party filed a pleading seeking leave to intervene in this matter on or before that date.

F.
In order to assist the undersigned in evaluating the prudency of Citizens’ actions in connection with its GPP filings for the 1999-2000 GPY, Citizens will be required to file written, direct testimony, in question and answer form, (and related exhibits, if necessary), supporting its request for a finding that its actual gas commodity and Upstream Service costs incurred during the 1999-2000 GPY are reasonable.  Such direct testimony shall be filed 45 days from the effective date of this Order.  A determination as to whether a hearing will be required in connection with this prudency review will be reserved until after Citizens files its direct testimony. 

II.
Order

A.
It Is Ordered That:

1. Citizens Utilities Company shall file written, direct testimony, in question and answer form, (and related exhibits, if necessary), in support of its request for a finding that its actual gas commodity and Upstream Service costs incurred during the 1999-2000 Gas Purchase Year are reasonable within 45 days of the effective date of this Order.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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