Decision No. R01-481

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01A-008CP

in the matter of the application of mountain goat tours, inc., p.o. box 1200, grand lake, colorado 80447-1200, for permanent authority to extend operations under certificate no. 54655.

recommended decision of
administrative law judge
arthur g. staliwe

Mailed Date:  May 8, 2001

i.
statement

A. By stipulation filed May 2, 2001, Home James Transportation Services (“Home James”) and the applicant agree to restrictively amend Mountain Goat Tours’ application, after which both applicant and Homes James mutually agree to withdraw from all their pending applications.

B. As pertinent to this application, Mountain Goat Tours, Inc., agrees to restrict its request for taxi service between all points in Grand County against point-to-point service within a five-mile radius of Vasquez Road and U.S. Highway 40 in Winter Park. And for that taxi service between Grand County, Silver Creek Resort, and Sol Vista Ski Ranch on the one hand and the City and County of Denver on the other, said service to be largely limited to that transportation between points in Grand County lying north of a line drawn east and west through the intersection of Grand County Road 55 and U.S. Highway 40.

C. A review of the file in this matter reflects public support for the grant of additional authority to Mountain Goat Tours, Inc., and an appropriate order should enter.

II.
order

D. The Commission Orders That:

1. Mountain Goat Tours, Inc., is hereby granted a certificate of public convenience and necessity as follows:

Transportation of

passengers and their baggage in taxi service

(1)
Between all points in Grand County, Colorado.

(2)
Between those points in Grand County, Colorado lying north of a line drawn east and west through the intersection of Grand County Road 55 and U.S. Highway 40 plus those points in Silver Creek Resort and Sol Vista Ski Ranch lying south of said line on the one hand, and all points in the City and County of Denver as it exists on May 2, 2001 on the other hand.

RESTRICTION:

A. Part (1) is restricted against point-to-point service within a five-mile radius of Vasquez Road and U.S. Highway 40 in Winter Park, Colorado.

2. Applicant shall cause to be filed with the Commission certificates of insurance as required by Commission rules.  Applicant shall also file an appropriate tariff and pay the issuance fee and annual vehicle identification fee.  Operations may not begin until these requirements have been met.  If the Applicant does not comply with the requirements of this ordering paragraph within 60 days of the effective date of this Order, then the ordering paragraph granting authority to the Applicant shall be void.  On good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance.

3. Henceforth the full and complete authority under PUC No. 54655 shall read as follows:

Transportation of

passengers and their baggage:

I.
In taxi service

(1)
Between all points in Grand County, Colorado.

(2)
Between those points in Grand County, Colorado lying north of a line drawn east and west through the intersection of Grand County Road 55 and U.S. Highway 40 plus those points in Silver Creek Resort and Sol Vista Ski Ranch lying south of said line on the one hand, and all points in the City and County of Denver as it exists on May 2, 2001 on the other hand.

(3)
All points in Rocky Mountain National Park, and between said points, on the one hand, and Estes Park, Colorado, on the other hand.

II.
In charter service, between points in the County of Grand, State of Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and points in the Counties of Clear Creek, Gilpin, Larimer, and Summit, State of Colorado, on the other hand.

III.
In sightseeing service, between all points within the following described area:

1)
all points within the County of Grand, State of Colorado, and

2) All points within the portions of Rocky Mountain National Park existing in the Counties of Larimer or Boulder, State of Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and Estes Park, Colorado, on the other hand.

RESTRICTIONS:
A.
Part I(1) is restricted against point-to-point service within a five-mile radius of Vasquez Road and U.S. Highway 40 in Winter Park, Colorado.

B.
Item I(3)is restricted against any point-to-point service within an 8-mile radius of the Intersection of U.S. Highway 34 and U.S. Highway 36 in Estes Park, Colorado.

C.
Items II & III are restricted against providing service to, from, or between points within a five-mile radius of the intersection of Vasquez Road and U.S. Highway 40.

D.
Item III is restricted to providing service which originates and terminates at the same location.

E.
Item III is restricted against providing service which either originates or terminates in Estes Park, State of Colorado.

4. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

5. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

6. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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