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I.
Statement

A. On April 18, 2001, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) filed its Second Motion to Compel Discovery Responses by the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado, for Shortened Response Time, for Sanctions, and for Expedited Hearing.  On April 19, 2001, Staff filed a Response to the Motion.  A hearing on the motion was held April 24, 2001 at 9:00 a.m. in a Commission hearing room in Denver, Colorado.  Testimony was presented on behalf of Public Service and Staff.  At the conclusion of the hearing oral argument was taken.  Based upon the pleadings, the evidence, and the argument the following facts are found and conclusions are drawn.

II.
findings and conclusions

B. The term “EMSS database” as used in Public Service’s data request no. 1-2 includes the database CPUC_5_2_2.mdb.

C. CPUC_5_2_2.mdb contains confidential information which should be afforded protection beyond the standard protection provided by the Commission’s rules.

D. Public Service has been provided all of the data inputs to Staff’s PROSYM modeling that supports Staff’s testimony.

E. The database CPUC_5_2_2.mdb would provide information beyond that contained in the EMSS data sets that are inputs to the PROSYM model, which have been provided to Public Service.  However, that additional information is not essential for Public Service to evaluate Staff’s modeling runs.

F. On balance, Public Service’s need for the information is small, and Staff’s need to protect the confidential information is large.  Therefore Staff need not produce database CPUC_5_2_2.mdb.  The Second Motion to Compel should be denied, and Public Service’s Motion for Sanctions should be denied.

II.
order

G. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Second Motion to Compel Discovery Responses and for Sanctions filed April 18, 2001 by Public Service Company of Colorado is denied.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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