Decision No. R01-414-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01F-133T

scindo networks, inc.,


complainant,

v.

Qwest communications international, inc.,


respondent.

INTERIM ORDER OF
administrative law judge
dale e. ISLEY
setting settlement conference
and establishing procedures

Mailed Date:  April 25, 2001

I.
STATEMENT

A.
A prehearing conference was held in the captioned proceeding on April 20, 2001, at the time and place designated in Decision No. R01-363-I.  Appearances were entered at that time on behalf of the Complainant, Scindo Networks, Inc., and the Respondent, Qwest Communications International, Inc., by their respective legal counsel.  The issues contemplated by Rule 79(b)(5) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-1-79(b)(5), were discussed.

B.
Initially, the parties indicated that a settlement conference supervised by one of the Commission’s administrative law judges (“ALJ”) might be a productive vehicle for discussing an informal resolution of this matter.  On April 23, 2001, the parties provided the undersigned with a list of their available dates for such a conference.  It appears that both parties and their counsel are available on May 1, 2001.  Accordingly, a settlement conference commencing at 9:00 a.m. will be held at the Commission’s offices on that date before ALJ Kirkpatrick.  Attendees at the conference should include the parties’ legal counsel along with party representatives having settlement authority.  

C.
In order to assist the supervising ALJ, the parties will be required to file a confidential settlement memorandum of no more than ten pages in length on or before noon on April 30, 2001.  The settlement memorandum should contain the following:  (a) a brief description of the issues involved in this proceeding; (b) the party’s position relative to those issues; (c) the status/results of prior settlement discussions, if any; and (d) the party’s current proposal for settlement.  Only the original settlement memorandum should be filed directly with ALJ Kirkpatrick under seal and marked “CONFIDENTIAL SETTLEMENT MEMORANDUM”.  Copies of the settlement memorandum should not be filed with the Commission’s Information Center.

D.
Unless a settlement is reached, the parties shall comply with the procedures and procedural schedule contemplated by Rule 61(k) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1-61(k), except as follows:  (a) on or before May 2, 2001, the parties shall file a jointly prepared issues matrix, a jointly prepared stipulation of undisputed facts, and any objections to the admissibility or authenticity of documents proposed to be submitted as hearing exhibits by the other party; (b) service of discovery requests, discovery responses, discovery objections or motions, and responses to discovery motions shall be via hand delivery or facsimile transmission; and (c) responses to discovery motions shall be served within five calendar days of the date of service of the motion to which it responds.

E.
This matter is currently scheduled for hearing on May 9 and 10, 2001.  The parties and their counsel shall reserve May 17 and 18, 2001 as potential additional hearing days in the event the hearing is not concluded under the current schedule.

F.
All material submitted in this matter that is claimed to be confidential or proprietary in nature shall be governed by the Commission’s Rules Relating to the Claim of Confidentiality of Information, 4 CCR 723-16.

II.
ORDER

A.
It Is Ordered That:

1. The captioned proceeding is scheduled for a settlement conference as follows:

DATE:
May 1, 2001

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL 2
 

Denver, Colorado

2. The parties shall comply with the filing requirements set forth in Section I, Paragraph C of this Order in connection with the May 1, 2001 settlement conference.

3. The procedures and procedural schedule that will govern this proceeding shall be as set forth in Section I, Paragraphs D and E of this Order.

4. The parties and their counsel shall reserve May 17 and 18, 2001 as potential additional hearing days in this matter.

5. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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