Decision No. R01-184-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01F-042T

central & pacific telephone co.,


complainant,

v.

qwest corporation,


respondent.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
concerning hearing procedures

Mailed Date:  February 23, 2001

I. statement

A. The complainant in this proceeding is a corporation.  The complaint was filed by an officer of the corporation.  However, the matter is currently scheduled for a hearing to be held on March 15, 2001.  A corporation must be represented by an attorney in a proceeding such as this one except in limited circumstances.  Section 13-1-127, C.R.S., sets forth circumstances under which an officer may represent a corporation.  However, one limitation is that the amount in issue does not exceed $10,000.  See § 13-1-127(2)(a), C.R.S.  It is apparent that the amount in controversy in this proceeding is in excess of $10,000.  See Decision No. R01-90-I (amount in controversy approximately $200,000).  Thus Central & Pacific Telephone Company will need to obtain representation by an attorney in order to present its case to the Commission.  In the absence of attorney representation, an officer of the corporation may make a statement on its behalf.  However, that officer would not be permitted to conduct direct examination of other witnesses in its behalf, cross-examine opposing witnesses, make legal argument, or otherwise represent the corporation.

II. order

B. It Is Ordered That:

1. Central & Pacific Telephone Company shall obtain legal representation for the hearing scheduled March 15, 2001.  In the absence of legal representation, Central & Pacific Telephone Company may offer testimony through a corporate officer.  However, the corporate officer will not be allowed to represent the corporation unless the requirements of § 13-1-127, C.R.S. are met.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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