Decision No. R01-143-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-577T

IN THE MATTER OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.’S STATEMENT OF GENERALLY AVAILABLE TERMS AND CONDITIONS.
Order Granting Motion To Permit
Use Of Confidential Information,
And Waiving Response Time

Mailed Date:  February 12, 2001

I. Statement

A. On February 5, 2001, AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc. (“AT&T”), filed its Motion to Permit Use in this Docket of Confidential Information Submitted by Qwest in Underlying Cost Proceedings; Request for Expedited Hearing and Waiver of Response Time.  The motion requests that AT&T and other parties be permitted to use in this proceeding confidential cost studies presented or performed by Qwest Corporation (“Qwest”) in Docket Nos. 96S-331T and 96S-233T.  The motion also requests a waiver of response time.

B. Good grounds having been stated, I will grant the motion.  AT&T points out that Qwest produced certain confidential cost studies in previous Commission dockets, and are potentially relevant to issues here.  Those cost studies may assist the parties in presenting their cases here especially on issues where the intervenors have the burden of making a prima facie showing that rates set in those prior dockets are now inappropriate.  Because those cost studies are relevant to issues in this case, they should be produced.  Even if the studies contain confidential information, the Commission’s Confidentiality Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-16, provide adequate protection to Qwest.  In light of the impending deadlines that intervenors must meet in this docket, good cause also exists to waive response time to the motion.

II. order

C. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Permit Use in this Docket of Confidential Information Submitted by Qwest in Underlying Cost Proceedings; Request for Expedited Hearing and Waiver of Response Time filed by AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc., is granted.  Parties are permitted to use the confidential cost studies produced in Docket Nos. 96S-331T and 96S-233T in this proceeding.  In the event a party does not now possess the cost studies, Qwest shall provide those studies to a requesting party within three days of a written request.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
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