Decision No. R01-121-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00S-557G

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by k n energy, a division of kinder morgan, inc., with advice letter no. 170.

INTERIM ORDER OF
administrative law judge
dale e. ISLEY
GRANTING MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE

Mailed Date:  February 6, 2001

I. STATEMENT

A.
On February 1, 2001, the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission filed an Unopposed Motion for Continuance of Hearing Date (“Motion”) in the captioned proceeding.  The Motion requests that the hearing of this matter, currently scheduled for February 27 and 28, 2001, be vacated and that the matter be re-scheduled for hearing on March 13 and 14, 2001.

B.
The Motion indicates that the only other party to this proceeding, K N Energy, a division of Kinder Morgan, Inc. (“KN”), supports the Motion. 

C.
The Motion indicates that the parties desire a continuance in order to facilitate settlement discussions.  Based on telephone conversations between the undersigned and counsel for the parties, it appears that discussions relating to settlement have been inhibited by KN’s involvement in lengthy litigation proceedings in the state of Nebraska.  KN indicates that these proceedings should be concluded in the near future and that meaningful settlement discussions in this matter can then proceed.   

D.
Good grounds having been shown, the Motion will be granted.  However, this is the second continuance request to be granted in this proceeding.  See, Decision No. R00-1377-I.  As a result, no further requests to continue the hearing will be considered absent a showing of truly extraordinary circumstances.

E.
The re-scheduling of the hearing will result in the modification of various deadlines for the filing of exhibits, written testimony, and motions previously established by Decision No. C00-1158.  These revised filing deadlines are set forth in Paragraph II.A.4 below.

II. ORDER

A.
It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion for Continuance of Hearing Date filed by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission on February 1, 2001, is granted.

2. The hearing of this matter, currently scheduled for February 27 and 28, 2001, is vacated.

3. The hearing of this matter is re-scheduled as follows:

DATES:
March 13 and 14, 2001

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado 

4. Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission shall file its exhibits and answer testimony in this matter on or before February 21, 2001.  All pre-hearing motions of whatever nature shall be filed on or before February 21, 2001.

5. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



DALE E. ISLEY
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