Decision No. R01-39-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-577T
IN THE MATTER OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.’S STATEMENT OF GENERALLY AVAILABLE TERMS AND CONDITIONS.
ORDER CLARIFYING PROCEDURAL ORDER

Mailed Date:   January 16, 2001

I. STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

A. On January 11, 2001, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) moved for clarification of Decision No. R00-1487-I and a waiver of response time.  Being duly advised, the hearing commissioner will clarify that decision as follows and waive response time.

B. Staff requests clarification of two items, both associated with Qwest’s obligation to make available and file cost studies.  First, staff seeks clarification that Qwest will make its cost studies available concurrent with filing its direct testimony on January 15, 2001.  Second, staff seeks clarification of Qwest’s obligation to file cost studies and working papers with the Commission.

C. Decision No. R00-1487-I is clarified as Staff requests:  Qwest is required to make its cost studies, supporting documents and workpapers available to all requesting parties concurrent with filing its direct testimony on January 15, 2001.

D. As for the second point, Qwest can file whatever cost studies, documents and workpapers that it believes are necessary to carry its burden of proof.  The Commission was attempting, albeit opaquely, to distinguish between what needed to be made available to the parties in this case, and what needed to be filed of record. 

E. To expedite discovery, the hearing commissioner ordered Qwest to make cost studies, supporting documents and workpapers available to all parties upon the filing of the direct case.  The hearing commissioner did not want that interpreted to mean that those same documents needed to be formally filed too. The record in this case will be large enough without including what otherwise would be documents produced in discovery.

II. ORDER

A. It is Ordered That:

1. Staff’s Motion for Clarification is granted consistent with this discussion.

2. Response time is waived. 

B. This Order is effective immediately on its 
Mailed Date.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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