Decision No. R01-17-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98M-147T

regarding the administration of the colorado high cost fund and the adoption of a proxy cost model.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
granting intervention

Mailed Date:  January 5, 2001

I. Statement

A. On December 19, 2000, Citizens Telecommunications Company of Colorado (“CTC”) filed its Motion for Late-Filed Intervention.  By this motion CTC seeks to intervene out of time in this proceeding.  As grounds for the motion CTC states that it was authorized to purchase 17 rural exchanges from Qwest Corporation on August 3, 2000 by Decision No. R00-835 in Docket No. 00A-128T.  When the sale closes in early 2001 CTC will be a local exchange telecommunications provider in Colorado, an eligible telecommunications carrier for purposes of receiving federal universal service support, and an eligible telecommunications provider for purposes of receiving support from the Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism (“HCSM”).  This docket will determine an appropriate cost proxy model for use by the Colorado HCSM for the rural exchanges that CTC will serve.  The model in turn will affect the level of support CTC will be eligible to receive.  Thus CTC has substantial interest in this proceeding.

B. CTC notes that this docket was opened several years ago, however, its intervention is late-filed due to its only having recently been authorized to purchase the 17 rural exchanges.

C. No response to the motion was filed.  Good grounds having been shown, the motion should be granted.

II. ORDER

D. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Late-Filed Intervention of Citizens Telecommunications Company of Colorado filed December 19, 2000, is granted.  Citizens Telecommunications Company of Colorado is granted intervenor status in this proceeding, but it takes this proceeding as it finds it, including the stipulation that has already been accepted in this proceeding.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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