Decision No. C01-1310

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01B-493T

IN THE MATTER OF RUBY RANCH INTERNET COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, PETITIONER, V. QWEST COMMUNICATIONS, RESPONDENT.

ORDER GRANTING RUBY RANCH’S REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF 4 CCR 723-46-4.2

Mailed Date:  December 21, 2001

Adopted Date:  October 31, 2001

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) for consideration of a Petition for Arbitration by Ruby Ranch Internet Cooperative Association (“Ruby Ranch”) to arbitrate a dispute between Ruby Ranch and Qwest Corporation.  As part of the petition, Ruby Ranch also requests a waiver of Commission Rule, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-46-4.2.  This Rule requires a party petitioning the Commission to arbitrate, to provide written notice to the Office of Consumer Counsel, any telecommunications carrier certified by the Commission to provide telecommunications service in the State of Colorado and any telecommunications carrier known to be negotiating an agreement for services, network elements, or interconnection in the State of Colorado.

2. In its petition, Ruby Ranch indicates that as a small cooperative association, it does not have the resources to comply with this order and is therefore requesting a waiver of this requirement.  

3. Rule 4 CCR 723-46-11 provides that “[t]he Commission may permit variance from these rules, if not contrary to law, for good cause shown of it finds compliance to be impossible impracticable, or unreasonable.”

4. Now, being duly advised in the premises, we will grant Ruby Ranch’s request to waive the requirements of Rule 4 CCR 723-346-4.2.

II.
order

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. The request of Ruby Ranch Internet Cooperative Association for waiver of the requirements of Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-46-4.2 is granted.

6. This waiver is granted pursuant to the provisions of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-46-11.

7. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 31, 2001.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
_______________________________



POLLY PAGE
_______________________________



JIM DYER
_______________________________

Commissioners
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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