Decision No. C01-1231

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01P-226G

EASTERN COLORADO UTILITY COMPANY’S SUBMITTAL FOR DETERMINATION OF COMPLETENESS OF GAS PURCHASE PLAN FOR THE GAS PURCHASE YEAR JULY 1, 2001 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2002.

ORDER GRANTING COMPANY’S
MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER

Mailed Date:  December 4, 2001

Adopted Date:  October 31, 2001

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) for consideration of a motion filed by Eastern Colorado Utility Company (“Eastern”) requesting the entry of a protective order regarding access to confidential information submitted by Eastern along with its Revised Gas Purchase Plan (“GPP”), pursuant to Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-8-7.  

2. Eastern submitted its revised GPP on October 17, 2001 to provide the Commission with estimated price and volume information relative to the utility’s purchases of gas commodity and upstream services during each month of the applicable Gas Purchase Year.  Eastern also advised the Commission as to steps it has taken or anticipates taking in order to mitigate gas price volatility during the Gas Purchase Year.  Eastern indicates in its motion that this information is confidential, proprietary, and market sensitive.  At the Commission Weekly Meeting on October 31, 2001, the GPP was deemed complete by minute entry.

3. Eastern submits that the information contained in Exhibit Nos. 2 and 3 of its revised GPP would, if disclosed, likely adversely impact its ability to negotiate competitively priced natural gas supply arrangements in the future.  Therefore, Eastern seeks a protective order governing access to the information contained in its revised GPP that it deems confidential within the scope of 4 CCR 723-8-7.  

4. We find that good cause exists and therefore we will grant Eastern’s motion for protective order pursuant to 4 CCR 723-8-7.

II.
order

A. The Commission Orders That

5. The motion of Eastern Colorado Utility Company for entry of a protective order pursuant to Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-8-7 regarding information it has identified as confidential in its Revised Gas Purchase Plan is granted.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 31, 2001.
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