Decision No. C01-1176

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01M-387T

in the matter certification to the federal communications commission of rural carriers to receive universal service support pursuant to 47 cfr 54.314.

DECISION CLOSING DOCKET

Mailed Date:  November 20, 2001

Adopted Date:  November 15, 2001

i.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. The Commission opened this docket on August 22, 2001, to comply with the Federal Communications Commission’s (“FCC”) Fourteenth Report and Order, Twenty-second Order in Docket No. 96-45, which requires state commissions to certify rural incumbent local exchange carriers (“ILECs”) to receive federal high-cost support.  This docket was opened to implement the procedures for the State’s annual certification process.

2. At the Weekly Meeting on September 19, 2001, the Commission certified all 31 rural ILECs in Colorado to receive federal high-cost support for calendar year 2002.  A letter certifying each company was mailed to the Secretary of the FCC and the Administrator of the Universal Service Administration Company on September 26, 2001.

3. On October 1, 2001, Staff issued its preliminary report which summarized the certification process, presented the results of an investigation of ten specific telecommunications carriers that did not pass the initial screening, and suggested procedures that might be modified or implemented next year.

4. The Commission requested comments from interested parties within ten days of the issuance of the draft report, or by October 11, 2001.

5. The Colorado Telecommunications Association filed written comments on October 23, 2001.

6. Staff issued a final report to the Commission at the Weekly Meeting on November 9, 2001.

7. The purpose of this docket has concluded; keeping this docket open serves no further purpose.

II.
ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

8. Docket No. 01M-387T, the process by which the Colorado Public Utilities Commission certified to the Federal Communications Commission that rural incumbent local exchange carriers are eligible to receive federal high-cost support pursuant to 47 CFR 54.314, is closed.

9. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING NOVEMBER 15, 2001.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



POLLY PAGE
________________________________



JIM DYER
________________________________

Commissioners

CHAIRMAN RAYMOND L. GIFFORD ABSENT.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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