Decision No. C01-861

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-528E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF WESTPLAINS ENERGY, A DIVISION OF UTILICORP UNITED INC., FOR APPROVAL OF ITS 1999 INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN.
ORDER GRANTING STIPULATED MOTION
TO AMEND DECISION NO. r01-343
Mailed Date:  August 21, 2001

Adopted Date:  August 1, 2001
I.
BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) for consideration of a stipulated motion to amend previous Commission Decision No. R01-343, which accepted a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement entered into by WestPlains Energy, a division of UtiliCorp United Inc. (“WestPlains”), the Staff of the Commission (“Staff”), and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) (collectively referred to as the “Parties”).  The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement was entered into by the Parties to approve WestPlains’ 1999 Final Integrated Resource Plan.  

2. The Parties filed the original Settlement Agreement resolving all disputed issues in this docket, which was accepted by an Administrative Law Judge by Decision No. R01-343 mailed on April 6, 2001.  Paragraph II.A.12 of that Settlement Agreement set forth a schedule wherein WestPlains agreed to issue a Request for Proposals (“RFP”) for replacement of 237 MW of capacity and associated energy.  That capacity and energy is currently being purchased from Public Service Company of Colorado pursuant to a long-term purchased power agreement that expires on December 31, 2006.  

3. WestPlains intended to issue the 2001 RFP by August 15, 2001, based on the conditions that existed at the time the Settlement Agreement was executed.  However, the expected availability of resources in Colorado in the 2007 time period has recently changed.  Consequently, the Parties wish to enhance the opportunity for WestPlains to receive the greatest number of bids in response to the issuance of its RFP, as well as the opportunity for bidders to submit more accurate bids.  

4. As a result, the Parties have agreed to modify the schedule for issuing the WestPlains RFP according to the following timetable:

· June 1, 2002


RFP to be issued;

· September 1, 2002

Bids to be received;

· October 31, 2002

Short-list of bidders to 
 




be announced;

· March 31, 2003


WestPlains to announce 
 




winning bid(s).

Additionally, WestPlains has agreed to issue a press release on or about April 1, 2002 to potential bidders to advise them of the pending issuance of the RFP.

5. The Parties requested that the Commission amend Decision No. R01-343 under § 40-6-112, C.R.S., that permits the Commission to amend a decision after notice to the utility affected and after opportunity to be heard.  WestPlains has further indicated that it is its belief that a hearing on the matter is unnecessary and waives its right to a hearing under § 40-6-112, C.R.S.  

6. Because WestPlains, Staff, and the OCC are the only parties to this docket, and have stipulated to the relief requested, WestPlains believes it is appropriate for the Commission to waive response time to the motion.  We find that good cause is shown for the Commission to amend Decision No. R01-343 and waive response time to the motion.  Therefore, we will grant the stipulated motion and waive response time.

Ii.
order

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Stipulated Motion to Amend Decision No. R01-343 filed by WestPlains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc., is granted.

2. The Commission waives response time to the motion.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
August 1, 2001.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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