Decision No. C01-788

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-377EG
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR COMMISSION AUTHORIZATION FOR NEW CENTURY ENERGIES, INC. TO MERGE WITH NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY; FOR EXTENSION OF THE CURRENT REGULATORY PLAN WHICH INCLUDES AN EARNINGS SHARING MECHANISM; AND FOR SUCH OTHER RELIEF AS MAY BE APPROPRIATE OR NECESSARY.
Procedural Order
Mailed Date:  July 26, 2001

Adopted Date:  July 18, 2001

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. On July 6, 2001, Commission Staff (“Staff”), the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel ("OCC"), and Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) submitted their suggested procedural schedule in this matter.  This case now concerns development of a quality of service plan ("QSP") for Public Service's gas operations.  Now being duly advised, we approve the procedural schedule suggested by Staff, the OCC, and Public Service consistent with the discussion below:

a. On July 31, 2001, the parties shall inform the Commission (in writing) whether they have agreed to a QSP for Public Service.

b. On September 7, 2001:  If the parties have reached an agreement, they shall file the proposed QSP supported by necessary testimony and documentation.  The parties shall also inform the Commission whether they request a hearing.  If a hearing is requested, the parties shall propose a specific date for Commission consideration.  If the parties have not agreed to a QSP, Public Service shall file its proposed QSP along with its supporting direct testimony and exhibits.

c. Assuming no agreement on a QSP, the following schedule is established following the filing of Public Service's direct testimony and exhibits on September 7, 2001:

(1) Intervenors shall file their answer testimony and exhibits on October 12, 2001.

(2) Public Service shall file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits, and intervenors their cross-answer testimony and exhibits on October 29, 2001.

(3) The Commission will conduct hearings on November 6 through 8, 2001.  Intervenors, in their answer testimony, may file complete QSPs or alternative measures to those proposed by Public Service.  In this event, Public Service's rebuttal testimony will respond to those alternative QSPs or alternative measures.  Intervenors may then provide oral rebuttal testimony limited to answering Public Service's criticisms of those alternatives.  Public Service may respond orally to new matters arising in intervenors' oral rebuttal (i.e., matters on which Public Service has not had a prior opportunity to comment).

(4) The parties shall file Statements of Position on November 16, 2001.

d. Rule 77, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, shall apply to discovery requests directed to Public Service's direct testimony.  However, the time for objections and responses to discovery related to answer and rebuttal testimony is shortened to three business days.  Discovery requests and responses shall be served on all parties to this case.  Neither discovery requests nor responses shall be served on Commission advisors.

e. Within 14 days from the effective date of this decision, parties to this Docket No. 99A-377EG shall file a statement of intent to participate in proceedings to develop a QSP for Public Service.  Only those parties filing such a statement within that time shall receive further filings from other parties and further Commission orders in the QSP docket.  After the time for filing statements of intent to participate has passed, the Commission will open a new docket to consider a QSP for Public Service's gas department.  Parties timely filing a statement of intent to participate shall be made parties to that new docket.

II.
Order

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
The procedural requirements and schedule discussed above are adopted.

2.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
July 18, 2001.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________



JIM DYER
________________________________


Commissioners
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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