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Decision No. C01-784

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01M-316G

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER APPROVING A PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE MANNER OF NOTICE WITH RESPECT TO GAS TARIFF CHANGES FILED ON JULY 23, 2001 WITH ADVICE NO. 579-GAS.

ORDER GRANTING ALTERNATIVE NOTICE 
AND WAIVING RESPONSE TIME

Mailed Date:  July 25, 2001

Adopted Date:  July 24, 2001

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. This matter is before the Commission to consider Public Service Company of Colorado’s (“Public Service”) application for approval of an alternative manner of notice for its construction allowance tariff revisions.  Public Service also asks that the Commission waive response time to its request.  

2. First Revised Sheet No. 34 of Public Service’s Colorado PUC No. 6-Gas tariff requires periodic revisions of Public Service’s Construction Allowances applicable under its Service Lateral Connection and Distribution Main Extension Policy.  By Public Service’s calculations, a revision was due on or before July 5, 2001.  On July 18, 2001, the Commission denied Public Service’s July 6, 2001 request for an extension of time to file its revision and ordered Public Service to file the revisions immediately.  Decision No. C01-738. 

3. Public Service has filed its tariff revisions and asks that it be allowed to provide alternative notice.  State statute requires that Public Service provide notice either by a direct mailing or a bill insert and publication “in each newspaper of general circulation in each county in which the public utility provides service...” § 40-3-104(1)(c), C.R.S.  Public Service suggests a hybrid approach:  1) formal public notice in The Denver Post and The Rocky Mountain News within three days of the date of filing; and 2) direct mailing a copy  of the formal public notice to all developers and home builders which have applied for new service connections under the subject tariff during the past two years.  

4. Public Service argues that the alternative meets the intent and the spirit of the statute.  The newspapers have the widest circulation in the state, although they may not hit every county in the state.  Developers and home builders are the customers most often requesting the new connections affected by this filing.  By targeting the developers and home builders, Public Service will be contacting the vast majority of those directly affected by the changes.  Public Service argues that it is too late to do a bill insert, and to do a direct mailing to all customers would cost hundreds of thousands of dollars without reaching significantly more interested persons than the alternative mailing.

5. We agree.  Public Service’s arguments are persuasive, and the request will be granted.  

II.
ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

6. Response time to Public Service Company of Colorado’s application for approval of an alternative manner of notice for its construction allowance tariff revisions is waived. 

7. Public Service Company of Colorado’s application for approval of an alternative manner of notice for its construction allowance tariff revisions is granted.  

8. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 24, 2001.
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OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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Bruce N. Smith
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