Decision No. C01-709

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00M-553T

in the matter of the colorado public utilities commission on its own motion, to implement thousand block number pooling in the 303/720 area codes.
DECISION GRANTING motion
for permanent waiver of certain implementation requirements
for thousand block number pooling
Mailed Date:  July 13, 2001

Adopted Date:  July 11, 2001

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. On April 30, 2001, Qwest Corporation (“Qwest”) filed a Motion for Waiver of Certain Implementation Requirements for Thousand Block Number Pooling and for an Extension of Time.  Qwest listed a number of Ericsson switches in its network that are incapable of donating contaminated thousand blocks
 to the number pool established by Decision Nos. C00-1116 and C01-238. Qwest requested a permanent waiver of this requirement for these Ericsson switches. 

2. On June 22, 2001, Qwest filed a second motion meant to supplement the April 30, 2001 motion. In this supplemental motion, Qwest asks for additional relief beyond that which was granted in Decision No. C01-462, which decision granted in part and denied in part a motion filed by Qwest for Waiver of Certain Implementaion Requirments for Thousand Block Number Pooling and for an Extension of Time (April 30, 2001 motion).  This supplemental motion states that Qwest is now requesting a permanent waiver of the requirement to donate contaminated and uncontaminated blocks from the Ericsson switches in Qwest’s network.

3. Qwest states that there is not currently a working generic for the Ericsson switches that allows them to operate in a pooling environment. When Qwest was testing a generic, Generic AS311 provided by Ericsson for the implementation of pooling, it was discovered that many problems resulted both with the donation of contaminated blocks and uncontaminated blocks.  The Ericsson switch:  1) cannot recognize a number that was originally “native” to the switch;
 2) was part of a block that was donated to another switch; and 3) later has to be ported back to its “native” switch.

4. Qwest also states in its filing that in the event a fully functional generic is developed that contains the necessary number pooling features for Ericsson switches, the provisions of any permanent waiver granted as a result of its Motion may be modified, as appropriate.

5. The Commission, having found good cause, grants Qwest’s request for a permantent stay of the requirement that it donate contaminated and uncontaminated blocks in the following switches:

Ft. Lupton (host): 

-  Hudson (remote off Ft. Lupton)

-  Keensburg (remote off Ft. Lupton)

Idaho Springs (host):

-  Central City (remote off Idaho Springs)

-  Georgetown (remote off Idaho Springs)

Lyons (remote off Longmont)

6. At such time as a functional generic that allows:  1) full participation of Ericsson switches in thousand block number pooling; or 2) donation of uncontaminated blocks from Ericsson switches to a thousand block number pool, is developed and being used by any telecommunications provider in the nation, Qwest shall upgrade its switches and participate in the 303/720 number pool.

II.
ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. Qwest Corporation’s request for a permanent waiver of certain requirements for thousand block number pooling is granted consistent with the above discussion.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

July 11, 2001. 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________



JIM DYER
________________________________
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� Contaminated thousand blocks are blocks that have at least one telephone number not available for assignment to an end user. Blocks contaminated up to and including 10 percent can be donated to the pool for assignment to other carriers.


� A number that is “native” to a switch is one that belongs to the prefix-central office code (NXX) assigned to the switch. In the LNP environment, the “native” and “non-native” designations apply to the entire NXX, not to individual numbers or blocks of numbers.


� The cost-effectiveness of implementing this requirement will be taken into consideration by the Commission.
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