Decision No. C01-565

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01A-165T
IN THE MATTER OF THE JOINT APPLICATION OF TOUCH AMERICA, INC. AND TOUCH AMERICA SERVICES, INC. FOR APPROVAL TO TRANSFER ASSETS; REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF THE CUSTOMER AUTHORIZATION RULE; AND REVOCATION OF TOUCH AMERICA SERVICES, INC.'S CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY TO OPERATE.

ORDER granting application

Mailed Date:  May 31, 2001

Adopted Date:  May 23, 2001

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement and Findings of Fact

1. On April 13, 2001, Touch America, Inc.  (“TAI”), the parent company of Touch America Services, Inc. (“TASI”) (together “Applicants”), filed an application seeking approval to transfer the nondominant, competitive resold and facilities based interexchange telecommunications assets and alternative operator service assets in Colorado from TASI to its direct parent TAI, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-1-55.

2. TASI, formerly known as TeleDistance was granted authority to provide emerging competitive resold and facilities based telecommunications services and alternative operator services in Decision No. C00-296.

3. TAI was granted authority to provide emerging competitive resold and facilities based telecommunications services in C99-1109 and was granted  authority to provide non-optional operator services in Decision No. C00-562.

4. The Applicants request revocation of TASI’s certificate of authority to provide emerging competitive resold and facilities based telecommunications services and its registration to provide alternative operator services and its interexchange carrier registration.

5.   The Applicants also request a waiver of 4 CCR 723-2-25 as it relates to obtaining authorization for changes in customer selected intrastate telecommunications services.

6. On April 18, 2001, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed, giving notice to all interested parties.  Interventions were due on or before May 18, 2001.  None were filed.

B. Discussion

1.
The application is unopposed and may be considered without a hearing.  § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

2.
The Applicants represent that there will be no or minimal impact to Colorado customers.  To ensure minimal or no impact to Colorado customers, TAI is adopting the tariffs and price lists that TASI has on file with the Commission.

3.
The Commission finds that the proposed transfer of assets is not contrary to the public interest.

4.
The Commission finds that TAI and TASI have complied with 4 CCR 723-1-55 and will approve the transfer of assets.

ii.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
The application by Touch America, Inc., and Touch America Services, Inc., is deemed complete.

2.
The request to transfer assests from Touch America Services, Inc., to Touch America, Inc., is granted.

3.
The waiver of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2-25 is granted. 

4.
Certificates and registrations granting Touch America Services, Inc., authority to provide telecommunications services are revoked as requested.

5.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
May 23, 2001.
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OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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