Decision No. C01-557

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00R-285T

IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES REGULATING TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDERS AND TELEPHONE UTILITIES, 4 CCR 723-2, AND TO THE RULES REGULATING OPERATOR SERVICES FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDERS AND TELEPHONE UTILITIES, 4 CCR 723-18.

Second Supplemental Notice 
Of Proposed Rulemaking

Mailed Date:   May 29, 2001

Adopted Date:  May 24, 2001

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission hereby issues this second supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking regarding amendments to the Rules Regulating Telecommunications Service Providers and Telephone Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-2, and to the Rules Regulating Operator Services for Telecommunications Service Providers and Telephone Utilities, 4 CCR 723-18 (“Operator Services Rules”).  The Commission proposes to modify existing rules to implement Senate Bill 00-012,
 especially those amendments to § 40-15-302(5), C.R.S., that require the Commission to establish benchmark rates for nonoptional operator services, such benchmarks to apply to all nonoptional operator services, whether provided in connection with intra- or interLATA telecommunications services.

2. The Commission previously issued a supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking in this docket, Decision No. C01-240 (Mailed Date March 16, 2001).  Decision No. C01-240 is attached to this order and is hereby incorporated by reference.  In that decision, the Commission scheduled a rulemaking hearing on the rules proposed for adoption there, such hearing to be conducted by an Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") on May 14, 2001.  The ALJ, in ruling on motions to continue the hearing date by interested parties, postponed the rulemaking hearing until July 31, 2001.  In order to give public notice of the new hearing date, the Commission now issues this second supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking.

3. A copy of the proposed rules is attached to Decision No. C01-240.  The proposed rules are based on the recommended rules attached to the ALJ's Decision No. R00-1300 and the Commission’s modifications to those recommendations in the ruling on exceptions, Decision No. C01-223.  The statutory authority for the proposed rules is found in §§ 40-2-108, 40-3-102, and 40-15-302, C.R.S.

4. The Commission will conduct a hearing on the proposed rules and related issues at the below stated time and place.  Interested persons may submit written comments on the rules and present these orally at hearing, unless the Commission deems oral presentations unnecessary.  The Commission also encourages interested persons to submit written comments before the hearing scheduled in this matter.  Parties who have already intervened in this matter should follow the procedural directives previously issued by the ALJ assigned to this matter (e.g. prefiling dates for written comments).
  The Commission will consider all submissions.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall be filed with the Colorado Secretary of State for publication in the June 10, 2001 edition of The Colorado Register.

6. Hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held before an Administrative Law Judge of the Commission as follows:

DATE:
July 31, 2001
TIME:
9:00 a.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

At the time set for hearing in this matter, interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally unless the Commission deems oral comments unnecessary.

7. Interested persons may file written comments in this matter before hearing.  All submissions concerning the proposed rules, whether oral or written, will be considered by the Commission.

8. This Order is effective immediately upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 24, 2001.
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�  Senate Bill 00-012 is codified in various sections of Title 40, Article 15, Colorado Revised Statutes.


�  Due to the rulemaking requirements of § 24-4-103(3), C.R.S., neither the Commission nor the ALJ can continue the hearing date announced in a published notice of proposed rulemaking, except by two methods: (1) announcement of a new date by publication of a supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking in accordance with § 24-4-103(3); or (2) convening of the hearing at the previously announced time and date, and there announcing the continued date.


�  The Commission, by this order, is not changing any procedural directives previously established by the ALJ.
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