Decision No. C01-507

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01A-137T

in the matter of a petition by the SAN JUAN COUNTY EMERGENCY telephone service authority FOR A SURCHARGE INCREASE pursuant to c.r.s. 29-11-102(2)(B).

DECISION GRANTING APPLICATION
FOR APPROVAL OF EMERGENCY
TELEPHONE SERVICE SURCHARGE RATE
Mailed Date:  May 9, 2001

Adopted Date:  May 9, 2001

I.
statement

A.
This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Verified Application (“Application”) by the Applicant, San Juan County Emergency Telephone Service Authority (“Authority”) filed on March 29, 2001.  The Authority seeks authorization from this Commission to assess an emergency telephone service surcharge rate of $1 per service user per month under § 29-11-102(2)(b), C.R.S.  That provision requires Commission approval of any surcharge rate greater than $0.70 prior to its imposition.

B.
The Commission gave notice of the Application on April 2, 2001.  The Authority gave public notice under § 40-3.5-104(1)(a), C.R.S., on April 4, 2001.  

C.
No interventions, protests, or comments were filed with the Commission during the notice period. The matter is uncontested.  

II.
findings and conclusions

A.
Applicant is a new emergency telephone service authority formed in November 2000 by and between the following parties:  The Town of Silverton and the County of San Juan. The Authority intends to provide enhanced 911 (“E911”) emergency telephone service within the entirety of San Juan County.

B.
San Juan County is the last county within Colorado that lacks the ability to provide its citizens with E911 service.  Its population of 560 individuals has previously been unable to finance the purchase and assembly of the equipment, data, and other infrastructure necessary to support the service.  

C.
Through the availability of outside grant and technical expertise resources, the Authority believes that it has overcome the initial investment obstacles related to E911 service, presently estimated by the Authority to be approximately $52,000.  The $1 surcharge under consideration would contribute little or nothing to this start-up cost, but rather is intended to provide for ongoing support of the E911 service.  The estimated total revenue to the Authority from the imposition of a $1 surcharge is approximately $480 per month.  

D.
Based upon the Application and supplemental information supplied by the Applicant, the Commission finds and concludes that the proposed surcharge amount of $1 is just and reasonable, in the public interest, and should be approved.  The funds realized from the surcharge will be utilized to pay for allowable services as set forth in § 29-11-104(2), C.R.S.

III.
order

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. The Verified Application filed by San Juan Emergency Telephone Service Authority, being an application to impose an emergency telephone service surcharge of $1, is deemed complete.

2. The Verified Application filed by San Juan Emergency Telephone Service Authority is granted.  The San Juan Emergency Telephone Service Authority shall notify by registered mail every service supplier at least 90 days before the new rate will become effective.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
May 9, 2001.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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� Since the Authority is based on a cooperative intergovernmental agreement in a county with a population of less than 50,000, it is authorized to use these funds for personnel expenses.  See § 29-11-104(2)(b), C.R.S.
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