Decision No. C01-462

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00M-553T

in the matter of the colorado public utilities commission on its own motion, to implement thousand block number pooling in the 303/720 area codes.

DECISION GRANTING in part and
denying in part motion for waiver
of certain implementation requirements
for thousand block number pooling

Mailed Date:  May 2, 2001

Adopted Date:  May 2, 2001
I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. On April 30, 2001, Qwest Corporation (“Qwest”) filed a Motion for Waiver of Certain Implementation Requirements for Thousand Block Number Pooling and for an Extension of Time.  Qwest lists a number of Ericsson switches in its network that are incapable of donating contaminated thousand blocks
 to the number pool established by Decision Nos. C00-1116 and C01-238. Qwest requests a permanent waiver of this requirement for these Ericsson switches. 

2. Qwest requests that the Commission stay the number pooling trial requirements for the waivers requested so that the Commission can have ample opportunity to deliberate and to rule on this Motion.

3. The Commission will grant Qwest’s request for a temporary stay of the requirement that it donate contaminated blocks in the following switches:

Ft. Lupton: 

· Hudson (remote Ft. Lupton)

· Keensburg (remote Ft. Lupton)

Idaho Springs:

· Central City (remote Idaho Springs)

· Georgetown (remote Idaho Springs)

Lyons (remote Longmont)

Qwest will still be required to donate any uncontaminated blocks it may have in these switches. The Commission will revisit the request for a permanent waiver for these switches at another time.

4. Qwest also has not completed the switch upgrades to nine other switches and their remotes, necessary to allow for contaminated blocks to be donated from these switches. Qwest states that these upgrades should be done by the end of July, 2001. Qwest states that the original order in this docket that established the pooling trial limited the implementation to the Denver Metropolitan Statistical Area (“MSA”) and, therefore, it focused on upgrading its switches in that area first. The switches that have not yet been upgraded are outside the Denver MSA but in the 303/720 Numbering Plan Area (“NPA”). Qwest requests an Extension of Time until August 1, 2001, for the requirement that it donate contaminated blocks from these switches. 

5. The Commission will grant the motion for an Extension of Time until August 1, 2001, for the requirement that Qwest donate contaminated blocks in the following switches:

Allenspark, Bailey, Broomfield, Boulder (including Boulder, Longmont, Nederland, Table Mesa, and Ward remote switches), Elizabeth (including Elbert and Kiowa remote switches), Frederick, Longmont, Table Mesa, and Niwot.

The Commission does not agree with Qwest’s reasoning behind the delay in these upgrades, however. While Commission Decision No. C00-1116 does state that the pooling trial will be implemented in the Denver MSA, the issue of implementation by MSA versus NPA was discussed at the Pooling Implementation Meeting held October 25, 2000. The carriers agreed that because of Colorado’s unique situation with the Denver Metro rate center being larger than the Denver MSA it would be easier to implement the number pooling trial in the entire 303/720 NPA where carriers are Local Number Portability capable.  Qwest at that time, stated that it might not be able to have all of its switches ready by the March 10, 2001 implementation date, but that it would request individual waivers if necessary.

6. Qwest will be required to donate uncontaminted blocks from these switches to the number pool. 

7. Qwest also requests that the Commission waive the usual 14-day response time to the Motion to allow for expedient deliberations and entry of an order by the Commission.

8. Qwest’s request for a waiver of the 14-day response time will be denied. By the Commission granting the Extension of Time and granting the Temporary Stay, Qwest will not be harmed if the Commission allows the standard response time to run.

II.
ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. Qwest Corporation’s Motion for an Extension of Time to Implement Certain Number Pooling Requirements is granted consistent with the above discussion.

2. Qwest Corporation’s Request for a Stay of Certain Implementation Requirements is granted consistent with the above discussion.

3. Qwest Corporation’s Request for waiver of the 14-day response time is denied.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
May 2, 2001.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER ROBERT J. HIX ABSENT.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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� Contaminated thousand blocks are blocks that have at least one telephone number not available for assignment to an end user. Blocks contaminated up to and including 10 percent can be donated to the pool for assignment to other carriers.
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