Decision No. C01-0461

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01M-183CP

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF shamrock taxi of fort collins, inc., AUTHORITY TO PUBLISH AN EMERGENCY FUEL SURCHARGE supplement to PASSENGER TARIFF, cOLORADO pUC NO. 16, tO BECOME EFFECTIVE ON LESS-THAN-STATUTORY NOTICE.

COMMISSION ORDER denying application

Mailed Date:  May 2, 2001

Adopted Date: May 2, 2001

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings, and Conclusion

1. On April 26, 2001, Shamrock Taxi of Fort Collins, Inc. (“Shamrock”) filed an application for a Commission order authorizing the publication of Emergency Fuel Surcharge Supplement Number 1 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 16, to become effective on less-than-statutory notice.  Shamrock is authorized to provide taxi and call-and-demand van service under intrastate Colorado Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity CPCN Nos. 545&I, 9256, 13043, 29934, and 45291.

2. In its application, Shamrock proposes to add a fuel surcharge of $.60 per trip for all service.   The proposed surcharge is to become effective on less-than-statutory notice on a day prescribed by the Commission and to expire in 180 days.

3. In support of its application, Shamrock states, “On April 9, 2001 the drivers were told that the lease rate would increase by $10, to the original rate, effective May 1, 2001.  Immediately many drivers announced that they would discontinue driving if the lease rate was increased.  In order to maintain our stable fleet of drivers, the drivers need to gross an additional $10 per day.  To accomplish this Shamrock seeks approval to raise our per trip charge by $.60”.
4. However, no financial justification has been provided by Shamrock in support of this application in the form of increases in fuel costs and impact of those increases on Shamrock operations.  

5. The Commission normally approves or rejects rate or fare increases based on the analysis of a carrier’s actual increased costs of operations. Therefore, the Commission finds that Shamrock has not provided sufficient justification for the approval on less-than-statutory notice of the proposed tariff changes in Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 16.
6. Rule No. 31(f)(1) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, states that an order authorizing carriers to change tariffs or time schedules on less-than-statutory notice will be entered only for good cause shown.
7. The Commission finds that good cause has not been shown for the approval of the proposed changes in Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 16 and that the application should be denied.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1.
The application of Shamrock Taxi of Fort Collins, Inc., to publish Emergency Fuel Surcharge Supplement Number 1 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 16, on less-than-statutory notice is denied.

2.
The 20-day time period provided by §40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this order.

3.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING May 2, 2001.
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