Decision No.  C01-0375

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO.  01M-121CP-Suspension

the application of rainbow riders, inc., DOING BUSINESS AS rainbow taxi, FOR authority to suspend operations under certificate of public convenience and necessity puc no. 54842.

commission order granting
suspension OF OPERATIONS

Mailed Date: April 13, 2001

Adopted Date: April 4, 2001
I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. On March 16, 2001, Rainbow Riders, Inc. doing business as Rainbow Taxi (“Rainbow”) filed a letter requesting the reinstatement and suspension of Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity ("CPCN") PUC No. 54842 and a waiver of the Common Carrier Rule 12.7.2 (4 CCR 723-31-12.7.2) requiring proof of insurance be on file with the Commission.  The Commission will construe the letter as an application seeking authority to reinstate CPCN PUC No. 54842 and to simultaneously suspend operations under CPCN PUC No. 54842 from April 7, 2001, to December 15, 2001.  In this letter, Rainbow states “We at no time, did any transportation of passengers for hire under our PUC authority 54842 Rainbows, Inc. dba Rainbows Taxi from the time of our suspension thru this current date.”

2. On April 3, 2001 Rainbow Riders, Inc. doing business as Rainbow Taxi (“Rainbow”) filed an application seeking a waiver of the insurance requirements from November 20, 2000, to November 29, 2000, for CPCN PUC No. 54842.

3. In Docket No. 00A-182CP-Suspension, Rainbow was granted the authority to suspend operations under CPCN PUC No. 54842 from April 26, 2000, to November 20, 2000, by Decision No. C00-508.  Rainbow was required by Decision No. C00-508 to file a written request to either reinstate PUC No. 54842 or to extend the suspension period.  Prior to the reinstatement of PUC No. 54842, Rainbow was required to file certificates of insurance as required by Commission rules.

4. The required insurance and the request to either reinstate or to extend the suspension period were not received by the Commission by November 14, 2000, and an ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE AND NOTICE OF HEARING was mailed to Rainbow on November 14, 2000.  The ORDER advised Rainbow that “if new insurance is not received in this office by November 20, 2000, your authority will be summarily suspended and all operations must cease”.  The show cause hearing for Rainbow and the other respondents included in the show cause was held on November 27, 2000.  An order, Decision No. R00-1340, revoking the operating authorities of the “respondents” named in Appendix A was mailed on December 1, 2000.  However, Rainbow was inadvertently excluded as a respondent/carrier in Appendix A attached to the order.  Therefore, Rainbow was not revoked by Decision No. R00-1340.  Rainbow’s status with the Commission was changed to active on April 4, 2001.

5. A certificate of insurance for Rainbow Riders, Inc., doing business as Breckenridge Taxi was received by the Commission on December 28, 2000, and remains current.  As the brief period for which an insurance waiver is well past, no purpose would be served by retrospectively waiving the requirement.

6. Common Carrier Rule 6.2.1 (4CCR 723-31-6.2.1) states “No certificate may be suspended for more than 12 months in any 24-month period, unless authorized by the Commission.”  If PUC No. 54842 is suspended until December 15, 2001, PUC 54842 will have been suspended for approximately 15 months in a 20-month period.

7. The evidence submitted by Rainbow warrants the grant of the requested suspension.

8. The application for authority to suspend CPCN PUC No. 54842 is in the public interest.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

9. Common Carrier Rule 6.2.1 limiting suspension periods is waived in accordance with the above discussion.

10. The application filed by Rainbow Riders, Inc. doing business as Rainbow Taxi for authority to suspend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 54842 is granted.

11. The suspension of motor vehicle operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 54842 is authorized from the effective date of this order through December 15, 2001.

12. On or before November 15, 2001, Rainbow Riders, Inc. doing business as Rainbow Taxi shall file a written request either to reinstate Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 54842 or to extend the suspension period.

13. Prior to reinstatement, Rainbow Riders, Inc. doing business as Rainbow Taxi shall cause to be filed with the Commission certificates of insurance as required by Commission rules.

14. The failure to file a timely written request either to reinstate Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 54842 or to extend the suspension period may result in revocation of the certificate without further notice.

15. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING April 4, 2001.
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