Decision No. C01-310

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-377EG

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR COMMISSION AUTHORIZATION FOR NEW CENTURY ENERGIES, INC. TO MERGE WITH NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY; FOR EXTENSION OF THE CURRENT REGULATORY PLAN WHICH INCLUDES CURRENT REGULATORY PLAN WHICH INCLUDES AN EARNING SHARING MECHANISM; AND FOR SUCH OTHER RELIEF WHICH MAY BE APPROPRIATE OR NECESSARY.

Motion Granting Extension of
Time and Waiving Response Time

Mailed Date:  March 30, 2001

Adopted Date: March 28, 2001

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. This matter is before the Commission for consideration of Public Service Company of Colorado’s (“Public Service”) motion for an extension of time to develop a Quality of Service Plan (“QSP”) for Public Service’s gas operations.  The motion was filed on March 23, 2001, and no parties have yet filed responses.  However, Public Service represents that it has conferred with the Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) and Commission Staff (“Staff”) and that “neither the Staff nor the OCC oppose a forty-five (45) day extension of time to May 17, 2001, within which the Staff, OCC and Public Service will endeavor to conclude negotiations and submit a stipulated gas QSP.”

2. On June 28, 1999, Public Service applied for approval of a merger between New Century Energies, Inc. (Public Service’s, then, parent company), and Northern States Power Company.  On April 24, 2000, the Commission granted Public Service’s application through approval of an agreement and stipulation among the parties:  Public Service; Staff; the OCC; the Colorado Industrial Energy Consumers; the Colorado Energy Assistance Fund; Catholic Charities; the City and County of Denver; and the Governor’s Office of Energy Management and Conservation. 

3. Part of the major stipulation settling the docket provided “for the attempted development of a Quality of Service Plan for Public Service’s gas operations to become effective in 2001.”  The parties set the deadline for development of the plan at April 1, 2001.   Due to the unavailability of several participants to the negotiations, Public Service avers that it will not be possible to conclude the negotiations by the April 1, 2001, deadline.  Public Service further notes that there is insufficient time between the filing of the motion and April 1, 2001, to allow for the usual 14 days to respond to motions.  Thus, Public Service asks that response time to the motion be waived.  

4. Finding that good cause has been stated, the Commission will grant the extension of time up to and including May 17, 2001 for the implementation of the QSP.  The Commission is not adjusting or changing other relevant dates.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. Response time to Public Service Company of Colorado’s motion for an extension of time is waived. 

6. Public Service Company of Colorado’s motion for an extension of time up to and including May 17, 2001 is granted. 

7. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.  

B.
ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

March 28, 2001.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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( S E A L )

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




Bruce N. Smith
Director
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