Decision No. C01-106

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01A-014F
IN THE MATTER OF the application of public service company of colorado for an order granting to it a certificate of public convenience and necessity to exercise franchise rights in the town of carbondale, colorado.

ORDER deeming the application incomplete

Mailed Date:  February 8, 2001

Adopted Date:  January 31, 2001
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement and Findings of Fact

1. On January 10, 2001, Public Service Company of Colorado ("PSCO") filed an application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CPCN”) to exercise franchise rights in the Town of Carbondale, Colorado.  

2. On January 12, 2001, the Commission issued a Notice of Application filed. Interventions were due on or before January 22, 2001.  None were filed.

3. On January 11, 2001, The Valley Journal, a local newspaper serving residents of the Town of Carbondale and Garfield County, published PSCO’s Notice of application filed.  The published notice provided interested persons an opportunity to file an intervention and stated: “Anyone who desires to receive notice of any hearing, must file a written request for notice with the Public Utilities Commission at the above address, at least ten days before the proposed effective date.”  Since the franchise agreement extends the term of a prior agreement the effective date is construed to be September 27, 2000. The prior extension of the agreement had an expiration date of September 26, 2000.  Accordingly, it would not be possible for an anyone to receive a notice from the Commission before an effective date that occurred three months prior to the filing of the application.  

B. Discussion

Applications for CPCN’s to exercise franchise agreements should be presented to the Commission prior to the effective date of the franchise agreement.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

4. The application is deemed incomplete.  Public Service Company of Colorado is given until February 15, 2001, to complete the application.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING January 31, 2001.
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